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_ Memoirs of the Life of the late Rev. Exrisua Parmece. 
| R. PARMELE was born at Gofhen, in Conneéti- 
cut, February 22, 1755. He received a liberal 
education, {pending the two firft years of his collegiate life 
at Yale College, and the two Jaft at Harvard, where he was 
graduated, 1778. .He excelled, as a fcholar, particularly 
in the knowledge he acquired of the Hebrew and other 
Eaftern languages; it having early been his intention to 
prepare for the work of the gofpel miniftfy, 

His gemius was good, and his natural temper unufually 
calm and ference; never having been feen to be in a paf- 
fion, even by. thofe who had been moft converfant with 
him from infancy. } , 

Being of a flender conftitution and in ill health, he went 
into the fouthern ftates, and {pent the year 1779, in in- 
ftructing an academy in Surry, in Virginia. In the year 
1781, he received approbation to officiate as a candidate 
for the gofpel miniftry ; and on the third of July, 1783, 
was ordained to the paftoral office over the church in Lee, 
in the county of Berkfhire—having felt the power of gof- 
peltruth, as he trufted, from about the time of being fix- 
teen years of age. 

He took a fevere cold, in attending and preaching a 
lefture preparatory to the facrament, which he adminifter- 
ed, and preached his laft fermon, on the firft Sabbath in 
February, 1784. His fymptoms foon growing alarming, 
he was perfuaded, by his friends, to give up all attention 
to his minifterial labours, and to retire, among his friends, 
for the recovery of his health. With this advice he com- 
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plied, faithfully attending to the prefcriptions of his phy- 
ficians, though not without a conftant care upon his mind 
for the people of his charge, .who were dear to him. All 
means for the recovery of his health proving ineffectual, 
having already experienced great benefit by two preceding 
journies to the fouthern ftates, he thought it his duty to 
make one more trial; and, accordingly, with great forti- 
tude and perfeverance made the neceflary preparations for 
it. 

On the 27th of May he fat out, in a carriage, being fo 
feeble as to be unable to ride on horfeback. The fatigues 
of the journey he bore with great patience ; ——e that 
he had undertaken it in compliance with what he thought 
to be his duty: but faid, he thought, neverthelefs, that it 
was not more likely that he fhould recover than that he 
fiould die; and, at times, that he rather defired the latter. 
He was 39 days on his journey; able to converfe but lit- 
tle, his whole ftrength being hardly equal to. the una?oid- 
able fatigues of travelling. A complaining word, in this 
fituation, never efcaped him; but, on the other hand, he 
was frequent in expreffions of gratitude, for the many kind 
attentions which were paid him. by ftrangers. | 

At times, while on his journey, he was exercifed with 
fears left he had been deceived in himfelf, becaufe he had 
never felt thofe diftreffing convictions which he thought he 
had obferved in others:——The evil one, appearing to exert 
his efforts upon him, as the time drew nigh when he would 
be out of his reach. But in all thefe conflicts, as he ex- 
prefled it, Chriff overcame. On the 4th of July, finding 
his ftrength fo fenfibly fail, as to be convinced, that riding 
would no longer be of fervice, he put up at Colonel Bira’s, 
on the Shenandoah, in Virginia, from whom, and from 
the family, he received paternal kindnefs. 

After a little refpite, he found ftrength to converfe, 
and faid, he thought it probable that he fhould not live 
many days; though, poflibly, he might recover. He afked 
his brother, who accompanied him, if he would willingly 
exchange conditions with him. On being anfwered, the 


brother put the fame queftion to him. He replied in 
the 
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the negative; and faid that, fetting afide his connexions, 
he had rather die than live; for then he fhould fee Abra- ~ 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob, and Mofes; and fhould have the 
Bible all unfolded—he fhould fee Chrift, and be with him; 
and be free from fin. O! faid he, what it is to forgive 
fin! to die on the crofs! I have no fufferings—have un- 
dergone nothing in comparifon with what the apoftles and 
others have endured. O1 I long to die, and be with 
Chrift! It would be happy to fink into nothing before 
him! I think I could fuffer any thing for Chrift! I don’t 
know that I could endure to be burned to death; yet could 
not deny Chrift, even though I were called to be burned 
for him. 1 think that I tee! eternal damnation’ not’ to 
be too great to exprefs the difpleafure of God againft 
fin. Soon after this, he {poke to his wife refpecting his 
will, which had been begun to be written, and faid, I 
feel that I have nothing to give away ; it is not mine— 
it is God’s. I remember that when I had a deed of 
that piece of land, I went out, and prayed that I might 
not fet my affections on that fpot of earth; fo as to think 
it my own, and in that way commit fin; and I hope you 
will do fo too. 

He was exercifed, from day to day, with much pain, yet 
his mind rofe fo much above it, that he wore almoft a con- 
ftant {mile on his countenance. He faid, “ I hope I fhali 
be willing to wait God’s time, though I defire to be with 
Chrift, if it may be his will.” : 

He was ever a kind and an affectionate friend to his 
wife, who was his conftant nurfe, and exprefied a reluc- 
tance at parting with her, and leaving her among ftran- 
gers: but drew confolations for her, from the fhortnefs 
of life, and the kindnefs of that providence to whom he 
recommended her—faid, it is a great thing to die !—better 
for me to die than to live !—but a little time, and I hope 
we fhall meet again. Near the clofe of life, being afked, if 
it then gave him any uneafinefs to think of leaving her, he 
replied, “ No; I hope I refign you up into the hands of 
God.” He was afked, whether he fuppofed he fhould 


think of his friends when he got to Heavens to which he 
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replied,“ Yes, juft as much as benevolence woald require, 
if | am happy.” 

Having ever been a great economift in the ufe of time, 
expretied an earneft defite to {pend all his ftrength to fomé 
uieful purpofe. When people came in to vifit him, he 
exerted the little ftrength he had, to convince them of the 
importance of living to God, and preparing for death 
while in health. 

He inquired refpecting the burying ground, and gave 
particular direétions in what manner he would have his fu- 
neral attended:—at being the cuftom of the country where 
he was, to attend funerals with more parade than {uited 
his feelings. He direéted that a fermon fhould be preach- 
ed, and that his body fhould be interred without any af- 
feétation of fhow or parade; and that the extraordinary 
expence attending their mode of burial, fhould be diftri« 
buted among the poor in the neighbourhood. 

His mind was fo taken up in contemplating divine and 
eternal things, and he was favoured with fuch clear and 
delightful views of the fature world, that, at times, when 
his friends were apprehenfive that be might receive injury 
from the company of thofe who kindly came in to vifit him, 
the glories of Chrift and his kingdom would fo far ingrofs 
his attention, as to make him almoft ‘infenfibie to any 
thing elfe. ‘ He had, as he faid, fuch extenfive views of the 
work of redemption, that he thought he could refign up 
every thing without referve, for the advancément. af 
if. Vie. 

A few days before his death, being afked how he felt, 
he faid, “ exceedingly weak, and unable to attend to any | 
thing; yet I think | feel willing to wait.’ When my 
pain is hard, as at fome times, I can think of little elfe.’’ 
He frequently defired to hear the Bible read, ‘exprefling 
his great efteem of it, and defiring others to prize it. ° 

A few days before his death, he defired a prayer might 
be made with him; and, being afked if there were any 
thing in particular which he wifhed might be requett- 
ed, he replied, ** Pray for light, direction, comfort, and 
patience.” Soon after the prayer was ended he fpoke, 
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as in a rapture of joy, “*O! praife, praife, nothing but 
praife toGod! How happy I am! He has given me great 
light, and great knowledge! He has given me to fee that 
my ftate is fafe; and, given me, I hope, to die to-day! I 
fee that I cannot bear pain as I thought I could: it is not 
in. human nature: it is in Chrift; and to his name be all 
the glnry. O how exalted, how lovely, how glorious, 
how inexpreflibly delightful! O let me die now, it is fo 
pleafant to be with Chrift! O let me die; farewell!” 
Then he addreffed himfelf to God: ‘* O let me praife thee 
forever—forever and ever.” He pleaded with humility, 
but With great engagednefs, for the pardon of all his fins, 
and for complete redemption through Chrift; and, if it 
were God’s will, that he might die that dey :—thus con- 
tinuing in interceffion, until his ftrength was {pent. He 
met death with great calmnefs—had his reafon unto the 
jaft; and when told that he was dying, appeared to be 
in no degree agitated. Being unable to {peak more than 
a word or two at a time, he was afked if death appeared 
defirable in its near approaches. He replied, that, “‘ to 
be dead, would.” Being heard to fpeak the word dread- 
ful, he was afked if death appeared dreadful. He faid, 
“* No—it woukl be dreadful”-—but could not finifh the 
fentence —He fpoke to his wife, and faid, ** Farewell, my 
dear, I believe I am going”—foon faid, ‘* I go very flow- 
ly,” and expired, Auguft 2, 1784. 





Copy of a Letter, written by bis Defire, and worded by bim- 
- Jelf, to bis Parents, in the lat Weeks of bis Life. 


Honoured Parents, 


WHEN jou receive this I fhall be in the eternal world. 
It has been the will of God to weaken me to fuch adegree, 
that I amconfined nearly an hundred miles fhort of the in- 
tended journey. But I think I can blefs God, that he has 
caft my lot in a kind family and neighbourhood. I expect 
to die within a day or two. I think I have ufed all means 
to preferve my life: but it feems to be the will of God to 
take it away. I have no reafon to refle&, nordo I, if I 
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know my heart, refleét on myfelf for fetting out on the 
journey, as we then did what appeared beft. 

In the fore part of my journey I feemed to have little 
communion and fellowfhip with God, except when engaged 
in prayer: I employed much of my time in that duty; 
and was bleffed, at times, with bright views of heaven— 
joyous thoughts and contemplations. At other ‘times, 
Satan feemed to triumph very much, but Chrift over. 
came. One day, as I was riding, being exercifed with 
more pain than ufual, I feemed to have a full view of the 
amazing finfulnefs of my own fins, and how dreadful 2 
thing to die eternally. This raifed the character of Chrift 
~——his death and fufferings, fo that I did not want to in- 
quire, any longer, whether Iam a friend to God—I felt 
that | was, by relifhing the beauties of his holinefs, his 
moral! character, divine perfections and glory. 

For feveral days paft I have had fuch views of ano- 
ther world, much of the time, as to defire to die, to be 
with Chrift:—the glories of his character infinitely out- 
fhine all others.' Dear Parents, pray, let eternal realities 
take up the evening moments you have left you. It is 
not a {mall thing to be a perfect follower of Chrift :— it re- 
quires one’s life, thoughts, actions, words, time, and all 
one’s talents, powers and capacities to be continually ex- 
ercifed in love to God, and to Jefus Chrift. How amaz- 
ingly will the deluded wicked be difappointed, who have 
fet their hearts, exercifed their thoughts, and racked their 
inventions to gain the treafures. of this world, when God 
calis their fouls into eternal fire! Pray, do not fet too 
much by the world. 

I fhould be glad to write a long letter to you, and to all 
my brothers and fifters: but Iam fo extremely weak, that 
I am unable to do it. And, if I could write ever fo 
lengthy, I could not fay any thing more important than 
this, prepare for death! 

Dear Parents, I am afraid I have not been thankful 
enough for the many kindneffefs I have received from 
you, and from my brothers and fifters, efpecially in pre- 
paring for this journey. ‘Pray, forgive me, I think I feel 
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thankful now.—I feel that you have all done a great deak 
for me. . 

I have one requeft of my Parents and brothers and. fif- 
ters, that, as my wife has been exceedingly. tender and la- 
borious, and over-kind in doing beyond her ftrength, in 
her conftant attendance upon me, in my ficknefs; and, as 
I have an exceedingly great affection for her, if you have 
any regard for me, I defire you will remember her. 

It is a difagreeable thought to think of living a ufelefs 
life, with a numberof neceffary attendants, and to be rack- 
ed with pain continually.—It requires more patience than 
I poffefs. How agreeable it would be, to have godly peo- 
ple come in, and pray that I might have patience given me 
in fuch a trying time! My prefent fituation fhows, that 
health is.the beft time to prepare for death. 

Pleafe to accept thefe as the laft lines you will ever ree 
ceive from your dutiful, dying fon, 


ELISHA PARMELE, 
Shenandaah County, Virginia, Fuly, 1784. 











A Conference between a Minifter and bis Neighbour. 


Neighbour. OU are fenfible, Sir, there is a minifter 
within a few miles, with whom you do 

not exchange. By fome of his parifhioners, and others,. 
I have been repeatedly afked the reafon. In anfwer to 
fuch inquiries | have faid things in your favour, believ- 
ing you to act from principle in the matter. However, 
fome things have been faid to me in oppofition, which 
have fomewhat embarrafled my mind. Therefore, I with 
to have a free conference with you on the fubjeét. 

Minifter. With pleafure I will freely open my mind to 
you on the fubject which you have named, and hear any 
objections which you wifh to have anfwered, hoping our 
conference may be mutually beneficial. 

I efteem the minifter to whom you refer, -as-a gentle- 
man of good abilities, both natural.and acquired. There 
are many things about him which are pleafing; and I 


know of nothing in his behaviour which is generally 
termed 
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termed immorality. Asa man and a member of civil fo: 
ciety, I refpec&t him; but, as a minifter, I have no fellow- 
fhip with him. 

Neigh, I believe that his ideas about religion are very 
different froni ours, arid that he does not preach the fame 
doétrine which you do; and which, I confefs, I think 
every minifter of the gofpel ought to preach: yet, feeing 
he profeffes to be a chriftian; and a minifter of Chrift— 
feeing he is received by others as fuch—and feeing his 
external conduct is regular—have you any right to dif- 
own him? 

Min. From all the evidence I can gather, I have a 
right to form a judgment refpeéting him, as a ground of 
my own conduét towards him. 

Suppofe a man offers himfe!f to communion with our 

church, whether he has been received by others or not, 
have we not a right to examine for our own fatisfaction; 
with refpect to his qualifications for gofpel ordinances ? 
‘ire we under obligations to receive him upon his 6wn 
opinion of himéfelf, or the opinion of others refpecting 
him? May we not examine for our own fatisfaction, and 
act according to the evidence which we difcover, whether 
it be againft his opinion, and the opinion of others, or 
not? , 
Neigh. We may and ought to examine for ourfelves; 
efpecially in fomie cafes, for fome churches, at the pre- 
fent day, are fo loofe in their fentiments and praétice, 
with refpect to admitting and difciplining their members, 
that a bare recommendation from them, in favour of any 
perfon, would be no fatisfaction to my mind. And as J 
have covenanted to feek the purity and peace of the body 
to which I belong, I feel bound to feek fatisfaétion in 
ferne other way, in favour of fuch as I have a hand in ad- 
riitting to our communion. 

Min. Likewife, I feel ue ter the moft facred and folemn 
obligations to ac faithfully and impartially, according to 
the beft judgment [ can form, with refpe@ to minifteriat 
fellowfhip, let the judgment of others be as it may. 


Neigh. But, 2s you do not abfolutelv know the ag 
9 





_- -.- , Quint af 








f 


Conference between a Minifter and his Neighbour a 


gz 

of any man, may you not fafely exchange with fach a 
Minifter as we have mentioned, and leave the event? 

Min, Though I make no pretenfions te vifablibalicy 
in forming my judgment refpecting others, yet! nuit ack 
according to my prefent judgment, though it nay be er 
roneous.-—-Suppofe you are an under officer in the tbrvice 
of your-country, you are placed in a watch tower, you 
are folemnly charged to watch faithfully, according to the 
beft of your abilities, you have bound yourfelr, by 2n cath, 
thus to do; and you know the fafety and the lives of 
thoufands are, in a fenfe, depending upon your ficelty: 
in this fituation, one comes to you profefling that he is 
called and conftituted to the fame office with you, and of- 
fers to fill your place for atime.” He fhews you a com- 
miflion—he fatisfies you that others of equal rank have re 
ceived him; but not knowing that there is not fome fraud 
in the matter, and fome crafty plot laid againft your maf- 
fer and your country, to fatisfy yourfelf you enter’ into 
clofe converfation with: him, afking queftions, with re- 
fpeé to the nature of the war—the perfon and character 
of the commander in chief—the meafures adopted to des 
feat the enemy—the fuccefS of thefé meafures, &&c.—By 
fach queftions you difcover great ignorance with refpect 
to things of the greateft confequence: on the whole, it aps 
pears to you he converfes more like an enemy, or an. inig, 
potter, than like the man he pretends to be; and the 
more you exanyine, the more you are diflatisfied. Now, 
in this cafe, what would you do? Would you leave your 
place to him, and rifk’ the confequences, because you do not 
ebfolutely know but thet your mafter has fent him? 

Neigh. | think I fhould not. 

Min, No, furely; if you acted with propriety, you 
would not adt in oppofition to your prevailing opinion 
refpecting him; you would not give him your place fo 
long as the evidence to your own mind fhould remain 
ftronger againft him than in his favour, though you could 
not certainly know him to be an impoftor. Now let us 
apply the fimile. UWnworthy as I am, I am placed a 
Watchman on-this part of Jerufalem’s walls: lkgato:watch 
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for fouls, as one who muft give account. The belt of 
mafters has told me, that many falfe prophets are gone. 
out into the world. He has ftriély charged me to be- 
ware of men—to beware of falfe teachers—to turn away 
from fuch as have a form—but deny the power of godli- 
nefs, 8c. I have folemnly covenanted to keep this charge;, 
and upon my fidelity, great and eternal confequences are 
depending. Now, fappofe a man,of the fame profeffion, 
comes and offers to exchange with me. F am {fatisfied, 
that as to form, he has been regularly ordained. But 
knowing this does not prove him to: be a true ambaflador 
for Ctirift, I enter into converfation. with him. I queftion 
him refpecting the character, law and government of God; 
re{pecting the character and fituation of mankind; refpedt- 
ing the perfon,. character, offices, and. work of the Re- 
deemer; refpecting the efficient caufe, nature, and effeéts. 
of faving faith, &¢. but he does not difcover to me that 
acquaintance with thefe things which | view eflential to the 
character of a gofpel Minifter.. His. leading fentiments 
and feelings about thofe things, appear to me inconfiftent 
with the oracles of trath, yea, inconfiftent with his being 
a.man called out of darknefs into God’s marvelous light. 
And the more Iam acquainted with him, the more I am 
diffatisfied with refpe& to his minifterial character. Now, 
what fhal! I do? “Fhough I may have wong ideas. about 
him, yet, as things now appear to me, fhould I not fhame- 
fully betray my truft, trifle with my mafter’s honour and 
intereft, and with the precious fouls committed to my 
charge, if | were to leave my place, to be fupplied by him? 

Neigh. But if he has been ordained by a venerable 
council, is it confiftent for you to indulge your private. 
opinion againft their public and folemn tranfaction ? 

Min. However venerable any council may be, my duty 
is not determined by their tranfaétions. I am not under 
their law, but the law of Chrift. I am not accountable to 
them, but to the great head of the church. The beft of 
men are imperfect. I confider no one under obligations 


practically to approve any thing in me which appears to 


him to be wrong; nor do I feel bound practically to ap- 
prove 
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prove any thing in others (even though it be in brethren 
whom I greatly efteem) which appears‘to me to be wrong. 
Yea, I feel as much bound to aét in-oppofition’to what ap- 
pears fo me contrary to the law of Chrift, when it is done 
by an ecclefiaftical council, as though it had been done by 
a company of infidels. When I fit in the council, I feel | 
bound to act honeftly according to: my own views, how- 
ever fingular or unpopular'they may be. And I do not 
feel bound to at&t in conformity to the proceedings of any 
council, any farther than it appears ‘to me their proceed- 
ings are in conformity to the law of Chrift. ‘Wherein it 
appears to me, the tranfaétions of any council are in op- 
pofition to the revealed will of my Lord and matter, 
their decifions ought not to govern my conduct. - 

Neigh. 1 know the law of Chrift is the rule-of duty; 
but this law requires us to be charitable, peaceable, con- 
defcending, and to efteem others better than ourfelves; 
and it is objected, that yaur conduct, in the inftance now 
under confideration, is not of this nature. 

Min. That charity, peaceablenefs, -condefcenfion, and 
preference for others which is required by the gofpel, is 
perfectly confiftent with putting a difference between the 
clean and the unclean—with being ware of falfe prophets,— 
with laying hands fuddenly-on no man—with turning away 
from fuch as have a form of godlinefs, but deny the power 
therecf—~with contending earneftly for the faith once de- 
livered to the faints, and with having no fellowfhip with 
the unfruitful works of darknefs. Were this fufficiently 
confidered, perhaps my conduct would not be called by 
fuch hard names as are now given to it in fome inftances. 

Neigh. It is defirable that others fhould have the 
gofpel clearly preached to them as well-as we; and, if there 
be aneighbouring people who do not enjoy this privilege, 
may you not go and preach to them now and then, and let 
be ne ag come here, although you are not fatisfied in 

im! 

Min. That people have the man they have chofen, and 

confiftently with my preient views refpecting him, I can- 


not countenance their conduct in chufing ‘him. | If ae 
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pce no confidence in me, there is very little profped that 
they would profit by my preaching; and if they do put 
fome.confidence in me, an exchange with their minifter 
would tend to confirm their favourable ideas refjrecting 
him. Becaufe, though they might fee a difference in our 
preaching, yet they would naturally fuppofe that the 
Giffercnce is not effential, even in my view, feeing I give 
to him the right-hand of fellowfhip, by giving him my 
place in his turn. . Befides, though it is defirable that all 
{hould have the gofpel clearly preached to them, yet my 
charge particularly refpects this peopleytwho have chofen 
me, and with whom | have covenanted. Here I muf 
act the part of a watchman, and cannot confiftently leave 
my place, even for a fhort time, to any man in whom I 
have no confidence that he would preach Chrift crucified 
and not another gofpel, | 

Nsigh. From what you have faid, it appears, that it is 
a principle with you to exchange with none but fuch as 
appear to you to be true minifters of the New Teftament, 

Miu. \t is, Sir, at prefent a general principle with me, 
to give my place to none but fuch as on the whole ap- 
pear to me to have gofpel qualifications for the fame work, 
Before I exchange with any man, I wifh to have acquaint- 
ance with him, and to have, to my mind, more evidence 
in favour of his being qualified and called by God to'the 
work than againft it. If I may go one ftep beyond this 
line, IT know not, nor have any yet ventured to tell me, 
where to ftop. 

Neizh. But, Sir, you are fenfible there are fome of your 
good brethren who do not in ¢his agree with you, fenti- 
mentally nor practically. 

Min. This is to me a painful truth. In proportion as 
Tefteem fuch brethren in other refpeéts, I lament their 
practice in this particular. And if they fhould confider 
this matter as thoroughly as they have others of no more 
confequence, I think they would do otherwife. I can 
name nothing that is fo general in the conduét of fuch as I 
efteem, in other refpects good minifters, which appears to 
m¢ {o injurious to the caufe of truth, as their connections 
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and exchanges with fuch as ¢bey delieve preach another go/- 
pel. In my view, this practice, in fome refpects, refembles 
Jehofhaphat’s affinity with Ahab, and tends direétly to 
bring evil upon Jerufalem. 

Neigh. Seeing things thus appear to you, will it not be 
fuitable for you to write the fubftance of our conference, and 
fend it for the Theological Magazine. 
' Min. Uhave no obje&tion, only my inability to do juf- 
tice to a fubje& which appears to me of fo much import- 
ance in the prefent day. I think, however, I fhall fend 
fomething upon the fubjeét, fubmitted to the judgment 
of others with refpeét to its publication. And if, in con- 
fequence of this, others, or myfelf; fhould be convicted and 
vlna’ from error, in the common benefit, I hope to find 
an ample reward. a | ix - 





Erroneous Opinions as pernicious as immoral Praétices. 


EOPLE who, under the light of the gofpel, embrace 
fi opinions fubverfive of its fundamental doétrines, have 
no more reafon to expect that they fhall efcape the wrath 
of God, than fuch as live in wicked and immoral prac- 
tices. Becaufe, 

1. Doétrines that fubvert the effentials of the gofpel, ate 
as contrary to the revealed will of God as praétical wick- 
ednefs. The facred book that hath defcribed and enjoin- 
ed on us an holy life, has, with equal plainnefs and autho- ’ 
rity, defcribed and commanded us to believe the do@trines 
of the gofpel. He that hath in this book warned -us againtt 
wicked pra¢tices, hath as folemnly forbidden falfe fenti- 
ments, and directed us to take heed that we be not de- 
ceived, 

_ 2. Wicked pradtices, and erroneous fentiments concern- 
ing religion, arife from one fource—from depravity of 
heart, and not from any encouragement given to cither 
in the fcriptures. The Bible is a fyftem of pure truth, 
from which falfhoodcan no more flow than foul ftreams 
from a pure fountain; but heretics hate the light. 

3. Herefy does as directly reproach God -as practical 
Wickednefs. The one implicitly condemns his law, ee. 
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other defames his chara¢ter and adminiftration. They are 
equally malignant againft God. : 

4. Falfe fentiments have an influence as deftruétive and 
prejudicial on mankind as immoral condué&t. Not to in- 
fift on the wars, feuds, and perfecutions they have excited 
in the world, they render men fecure in their fins; they di- 
rect men to feek falvation in a way in which it cannot be 
obtained, and always cherifh the inclinations of the de- 
praved heart from whence they arife; and by thefe means 
Jead to deftru@tion. 

5. Herefies are fpoken of in the Bible with as much fe- 
verity as any wickednefs. They arecalled *damnable he- 
refies,—+ Doétrines of devils; and though fuch as preach 
them fhould be as unimpeachable in their apparent life and 
converfation as the apoftles, orn angel from heaven, yet 
the Bible fays, [Let them be accurfed. And for men 
to be given up to thefe, is reprefented as being no lefs 
dreadful than to be given up to judicial hardnefs, and to 
a reprobate mind. §God fhall fend them ftrong delufions, 
that they fhould believea lie, that they all might be damn- 
ed who believed not the truth. 

Inference I. It is highly criminal to entertain opinions 
fubverfive of the doétrines of the gofpel, and men have 
no more right to fuch opinions than a thief to his booty, 
or a wolf to fheep’s cloathing. 

Inference II. The prefent licentioufnefs of opinion is as 
deplorable as the prefent licentioufnefs of morals; indeed, 
the fir{t is in no fmall degree the occafion of the laft. G. 
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Whether the Deity comprebend univerfal Exiftence. 

EVERAL pieces in the Theological Magazine have 

taken up the inquiry, Whether the moral perfeétions 
of God can be proved from the light of Nature? \t is cone 
ceived that this fubject is of great importance, as every 
thing is which relates to the knowledge of the true God. 
The arguments contained in the eflay, which begins in 


page 265, vol. i. appear plaufible, and, to fome, conclu- 
five : 


* 2 Peterii.t. +1 Tim.iv. 3. -{Gal.i.8. §2 Theffl ii. 11. 
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five: but their force depends much on the principle; that 
Deity comprebends univerfal exiftence. This principle is 
advanced by Prefident Edwards, in his differtation on God's 
laft end in the creation of the world; and feems to be ef- 
fential to the fcheme of doétrine which is contamed in 
that differtation. That difcerning author often refers to 
this idea as a foundation of his reafoning; but feems to 
take it for granted, rather than fet himfelf directly to prove 
it. We have the principle itfelf, and a fpecimen of his 
reafoning from it, in the following words : viz. ** In God, 
the love of himfelf, and the love of the public, are not to be 
diftinguifhed, as in man; becaufe God’s beimg, as it were, 
comprehends all. His exiftence, being infinite, muft be 
equivalent to univerfal exiftence. And, for the fame rea- 
fon, that public affection in the creature is fit and beauti- 
ful ; God’s regard to himfelf muft be fo likewife.* By this 
fpecimen it appears, that the reafoning of Prefident Ed- 
wards coincides with that of the writer in the Maga- 
zine. 

The author of the eflay in the Magazine does not un- 
dertake, in a particular manner, to eftablifh his principle 
by direct arguments; but endeavours to confute the op- 
pofite opinion, ftated in an objection, by deducing from it 
fome abfurd and inadmiffible confeguences. This method 
of reafoning may be fatisfattory to fome, but perhaps it 
might anfwer a more valuable purpofe to ftate clearly 
what we may /afely determine refpecting the divine exift- 
ence, and the fenfe in which we are to believe that Deity 
comprehends univerfal being; and then produce, in con- 
firmation of the truth, fuch direé& arguments as the nature 
of the fubje& will admit. 

It is evident, that the method propofed will lead into 
the region of metaphyfical difquifition, and bring us upon 
holy ground, where, to ufe the expreffion of the writer of 
the Reply, (vol. ii. page 17.) it will “ become us to 
tread with cautious feet.” But if fuch a method will tend 
to lead us to more juft conceptions of God, to caft light 
on the original fubject of inquiry, and to aflift the pious 
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; 


in gheir folemn devotions, it may be defirable, that the ia: 
genious writer of the effay fhould undertake to illucidate, 
as far as poflible, the fubje& which he has introduced, with 
that caution and reverence which the fear of God will not 
fail to infpire.  Antlit will be a very inconfiderable mo- 
tive todd, after what has been faid, that it would gratify 
the with of, at leaft, one reader of the T heological Ma- 
gazine, ‘ P. 


Concerning the Perfeverance of the Saints. 
2 the piece publifhed in vol. ii. page 94, of this Magazine, 





feveral texts of fcripture are brought forward, which are fup- 
poled to have an afpeét oppofite'to the faints perfeverance. The’ 
firlt of thefe is Ezekiel xviii. 24. “ But when the righiéous turn- 
eth away from his righteoufiefs, and commitieta iniquity, and 
doth according to all dre abominations that the wicked man doth, 
thall he live? All his righteoufnefs which he hath done thall not 
be mentioned: In his trelpafs that he hath trefpafied, and in his 
fin that he hath finned, in them thall he die.” ‘To the faine effect 
in the 26ch verfe of the fame, and in the 33d chapter. “ By the 
righteous man,” In thefé paffages, our author jays, ‘ we muft 
underftand one who is regenerated.” If it be fo, 1 conceive there 
is nothing in thefe paZayres inconfiftent with the faints perfeverance. 
‘The prophet fays, “* Ahem the righteous turneth from his righte- 
oufnels,” as quoted aboves and “ 2f he-truft to his own righteouf- 
nels and, commit iniquity,” A fuppofition 1s made, and a confe- 
quence drawn front that foppotition, and’ :he fure conneCtion -be- 
tween the fuppofition and’ confequence is flrongly afferted. But 
it is not afférted that the fwppotition or that the confequence, wilt 
alyfolutely take place. Inftances of this kind are very trequentin 
fcripture. Very frequently fuppolitions are made, which all will 
acknowledge to be impoffible.. | will mention fome. 1 Johni. 8 
‘“<If we lay that we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the 
truth is not in us,” Aud verfe 10. * If we fay that we have not 
finned; we make hify a iar, and his werd is not in us.” None 
will/pretend, that theapoftles'and primitive chriftians faid, ar could 
fay, that they had-no fie, and-that they had: nor finned ;, or that tliey 
inthis. refpedt deceived themfelves, had not the ugh in them, made, 
God. a liar; and had_not his word: in them: 1 Cor. xv. 19.- “ It 
in this life only we have hope in Chirift, we are of all mea moft 
miférable.” It will not be faid, that the ‘pags. atid the chriftians 
of that day, hed in this life only hope m Chrift, or that on the 
whole they were of allmen moft miferable. Gal. i. 8. “ Though 
We, 
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we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gofpel unto you 
fhan that which we have preached unto you, let him be accurfed.”” 
John viii. 55. “ If I thould fay, | know him not, I fhould be 
a liar unto you,” On thefe texts I ated make no remarks. So 
if it be ever fo certain, diac the faints will nor fall away, there is, 
no more impropriety in putting, the tapes ition that they fhould 
fall away, thea there is in putting thé fuppofitioy, that the apoffle 
Payl, or an angel from heaven, thould preach another gofpel; or, 
that Chrift fhould deny that he knw the Fater, and become a 
liar.—Befides, pointing out the certain confequences of their fall- 
ing away may be, and doubdefs is, one happy and powerfyl mean 
of preferving them from falling away. | ia 
This text iscapable of another corftruction, perfectly confift- 
ent with the perfeverance of the faints. ‘The righteous man may, 
mean one who profeffes and appears to be righteous; ong who 
uts on, and, for awhile, lives in that character. Jf fuch a man 
{hould finally fall into iniquity, he fhall die in it. God, in ferip- 
ture, often fpeaks of mien, as being wliat they profefs to be, and 
not what they reatly are in his fight, as the heart-fearching God, 
Ifaiah liii. 8; ‘* For he faid, furely they are my people, children 
that will not lie; fo he was their Saviour.” | 
Our auilor next introduces, Mat. xii. 43, &c. “ When the un- 
clean fpiritis gene out ofa man, he walketh through dry places, feek- 
ing-reft; and findeth none. Then he faith, I wall return into m: 
houfe, from whence [ came out: and when he is come, he and. 
eth it empty, fwept, and garnifhed. ‘Then goeth he, and taketh 
with himfelf feven other fpirits more wicked than himfelf; and 
they enter in and dwell there. And the laft ftate of that mani is 
worfe than the firft.’”’ It is acknowledged that this is a parable. 
Nowy, the interpretation of a parable is not always Certain; it is 
often uncertain. . Aud I afk, is it certain, that the parable before 
us means, that fometimes fin is eradicated froth a man by regene- 
ration and juftification, and that afierwards it returns, takes a~ 
more abundam pofleffion of him than ever, and finally plungeshim 
into etertial ruin? Our author fays, «* This parable cannot be con- 
fidered as referring folely, if at all, to the ftate of thofe whole bo- 
dies were potlefied with evil fpirits.” The only reafon which he 
gives for this isp ** that there could be no propriety in faying, that 
a bady, our of which the dewil was caft, was for that realon /wep: 
end garnifned.”’ Thisis mere affertion, and is juft as convincing, 
and no more, than the contrary affertion. at there would be 
gies? propriety in faying, that a body, out of which the devil was 
caft, was for that reafon /wept and garnifhed. May not a man, 
poffeffed with a devil, be properly compared to 4 haute inhabited 
by unclean and hateful animals? And when he is difpofleffed ot 
che dewil, may he net, in comparifon with his former ftate, be r¢- 
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prefented by a houfc, empty, fwept, and fet im order, for the ret 
ception and entertainment of its proprietor? ‘The impropriety of 
this reprefent.tion remains to be poiazed out. 

Befides, thert is no neceflit underitanding this paffaze, e- 
ther as referring folely to the ftate of thofe ce bodies were pof- 
feffel with evil fpirits, or as teaching the falling of faints 
grace. Befides, the cafe of thofe who were poffeffd with evil 
ipirics, it may repgefent that of thofe, who having been grofly 
immoral, and intirely neglizer.s of the duties of piety and virtue; 
have been awakened, have become externally reformed, ftrictly 
attentive, and-ansioufly inquifitive after falvation for a while; 
yet have returned like the dog to his vomit, andthe fow that was 
wathed to her wallowing in the mire, and whofe laft ftate was 
worfe than the firft. 

Our author argucs from the parable, in’ Mat. xviii. “ in which 
is fet forth a king calling his fervants to a reckoning, and to one 
forgiving a debt of ten thoufand talents. But becaute this fervant 
difcovered a cruel difpofition toward a fellow fervant, his lord re- 
verfed the difcharge, and exated the whole debt.” Hence, our 
authorargues, that “ when God forgives a finner, it is on the 
condition that he live under the influence of Chriftian principles,” 
dnd ‘ that he may fo fall as to bring on himfelf the curfe of God's 
law.’ .The firft queftion here is, whether this be a reprefenta- 
tion of God, atting as the fearcher of hearts, and as treating men 
according to their real characters? or, whether it be not a repre- 
fentation of him, as treating them according to their vifible cha- 
racters. In this laft manner God conftanily treated the ancient 
Ifraelites. When they finned openly and vifibly, he _punithed 
them. When they profeffedly and vifibly repented, and cried to 
him, he forgave them, fo far as to remove that temporal judgment, 
which he had brought wpon them. But we are not to fuppofe, 
that all thofe who, in this fenfe, obtained forgivennefs of Ged, ob- 
tained alfo forgivennefs and juftificatiom to eternal life. With 
refpect to thefe bleffings, God aéts as the fearcher of hearts, and 
not merely as the obferver of the external conduct of men. Now, 
this parable was fpoken to Jews, who were well acquainted with 
the manner in which God had been wont to treat their fathers. 
Pfal. cvii. 4, 5,6. They wandeted in the wilder4efs, hungry-and. 
thirity, their foul fainted in them. ‘Fhen they cried unto the Lord. 
in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their diftreffes. Pfak: 
Ixxvili. 34—39. ‘* When he flew them, then they fought him, 
and they returned and inquired early after God. Neverthelefs, 
they did fatter him with their mouth, and they fied unto him with 
their tongues. For their heart was not right with him, neither 
were they ftedfaft in his covenant. But he being full of compaf- 
fion, forgave their iniquity, and deftroyed them not.” It = 
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then that God forgave them, on fuch prayers as he knew to be fat- 
tery and dies. But it will not be preiended, thA this was fuch a 
forgivennets as, if thé fubject had dicd immediately before he fell 
from grace, would have enfured his eternal falvation. - Thofe who 
have no more religion than contifts in flattery and lies, are not 
perperes for heaven. Now, hew does it appear, but that the. pa- 
rable under confideration, intends fuch a forgivenefs as this, which 
was difpenfed to thyfe flattering and lying Ifselites ?—So that this 
parable is nothing decifive againft the perfeverance.of the faints. 

It is. further to.be obferved, that it is a true and generally re- 
ceived maxim, that ‘ parables.do not run on al) .four.” They 
feldom, if-cver, guadrate in. every thing, -with the things which 
they are defigned to illuftrate. _ It 1s fufficient if they i rate with 
them, and illuftrate them, in fome important particulars. Now, 
this parable, as appears by the laft verfe of the.chapter, was de- 
figned to illufirate this important truth, that unlefs we be of a for- 
giving fpirit toward one another, we’ fhall not obtain forgivenefs 
of God. This is clearly illuftyated by the parable, and:in this par- 
ticular, the parable, and the thing reprefented by it coincide. Bur 
it was mot neceffary to the ilhuftration of this that.God, like the 
man in the parable, fhould firft forgive a perfon, fo as to entitle 
him to heaven, and then afterward condemn him to hell. 

The next paflage from which our author argues is Luke ix. 
62. “ Noman having put his hand to: the plough, and looking 
back, is ht for the kingdom of God.” J grant, that eternal life is 
to be obtained on the condition of final  xedlcens and not other- 
wife; alfo, that ‘‘ the man, who has entered on the profeffion and 
vifible practice of religion, may fo look back, as to mifs of hea- 
ven.” But that one who has jmbibed the +ea/ f{pirit, and entered 
on the rea/ practice of true religion, may fo look back, does not 
appear. The whole ferce of this text depends on the meaning of 
putting the hand to the plough, and that this certainly means en; 
tering on _rea/ religion, in confequence of regencration, mutt be 
thown, or the text is not to the purpofe. Enh hes 

Our author brings in John viii. 31. “ Tf ye continue in 
words, then are ye my difciples indeed ;” and Jobn xv. 6. “i 
a man abide-not in me, he is caft forth as a-branch,”’ ,and some 
other texts of the like import. . It-is no point which I difpute, whe- 
ther the falvation of the faints be fufpended on-the,condition of 
their perfeverance. But I deny that this form of expreffion, “+ Jf 
ye continue in. my words;” ‘Jf a man abide in me,” &c..8e. 
implies an uncertainty of the faints continuing in Chrift’s words, 
abiding in him, &c. ‘The fcripwres abound with fuch hypotheti- 
cal expreffious, which no man will pretend imply an uncer- 
tainty of the fa& or event. 1 have already menuoned fome, as 
4¢ If in this life only we have hope.” * Though (saz if) we or 
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an anzel from héaven preach attother pofpel;”” “* Jf I thould fay, 
1 know him not? I fhould be a Har, fike unto you.’ To thes ¥ 
tiight add perhaps thoufands; as John xiii. 14.” “ Jf 1 then, your 
Lord and Mafter, have wathed your feet ;"—v. 32. « Now is the 
Son of man glorified, and God is glotifiel inthim. If God b= 
glorified m him.” Chap. xiv. 2. “ In nvy Father’s boufe are 
matiy manfions; if it were “ot fo.”—«<1 go to prepare a place 
for you. And if 1 go and prepare a place tor you.” bec. &c. &e 
Therefore, when Gur atthor arenes, “ If the branches did nc 
Wide m hin, which hypothefis fuppofes it pofitble, that they would 
not fo abide ;” his argument is not allowed to be valid. Fle might 
ws-well fay, the hypottiefis, that the apoftles, or an angel fron; hea- 
vén, fhould preach another gofpel, fuppofes it poffible, that they 
fhould do ir. ) , 

Our author argues from 1 Tim. i. t9. “ Holding faith and a 

goed conicience; which fome having put away, concerning faith 

ave made fhipwreck.” That this text may anfwer the purpofe 
for which it is introduced, it muft be clear that the petfons fpoken 
of, wére once the fubjects of juftifymg faith, and yer loft it fo as 
to fall froma joftified ftate. But is this clear? ‘The textis very 
capable of another fenfe, viz. this having (t,2) faith and a good 
confcience, which good confcience fome reyeEting, have fuffered 
fhipwreck witli refpe€t to the falvation publifhed in the gofpel. 
The apoftle exhorts his fon Sete to “* war a good warfare, 
having faith and a good confcience, becaufe fome having violated 
a good confcience, had concetning faith fuffered fhipwreck,” or 
as’ the litera! tranflation is, broken fhip. Now, what is it to break 
fhip concerning faith? It does not appear, that this expreffion 
necefMfarily or naturally means to lofe or eradicate true faith from 
the mind. Faith often fignifies the gofpel, and that fyftem of truth 
contained in it, which is the proper obje& of-our faith. Thus 
Gal. iii. 23. “ Before faith came, we were kept under the law, 
fhut ‘up unto the faith, which fhould afterward be revealed.” 
Verfe 25. “ But after that faith i come, we are ‘no longer under 
a fchool-maftéer.” Therefore, to bréak fhip concerning faith, 
fecrns naturally to mean, to break fhip concerning the gofpel, or, to 
fatter fhipwreck with refpect to the fafet offered us in the gofpel. 
This is faét with refpeé& to all who finally rejedt the gofpel. 

Our author proceéds ; ** We are told, that no murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in him.How can we then believe, that Da- 
vid was in a ftate of favour with God, and an heir of glory, not- 
with tanding his adultery and very aggravated murder, and whilft 
he juftified thefe fins by impetitence.”” So we are told, that no 
impenitént firinér can be faved? But will our author hence infer, 
that whenever a féal faint commits any fin, ‘and does not inimedi- 
ately repent of it, he is fo flung out of the favour of God, by if - 

10uU 
































Concerning the Perfeverance ef the Saints. | gat 


fhould die before he explicitly repents of that fin in particular, he 
wook fail of heaven? If fo, * Who thea cambe faved?” For 
every other fints as really damning as murder and adultery, though 
not fo aggravated, Nor is it to be fuppofed, chat any faint does 
immediatcly and explicitly repent of every fin of which he is 
guilty, whether of thought, word, or deed.—If it be faid, that the 
faitit does however daily repent, implicitly of all his fms, I reply, 
fo might I#avid implicitly repent of the fins in queftion. 
But this argument of our author admits of another anfwer. 

pofe i: be ever fo true, that during David's impenitence of his mur- 
der and aduktery, he was not in fuch a ftaté of favour of God, that 
if he had died during bis impenitence, he would have inherited _ 
ven; ftillit may have been a matter of abfolute certainty, that he 
would not die during that period. Tf fo, the cafe of David affords 
No argument againtt the faints perfeverance. What we mean b 
the faints perfeverance is, that when once perfons are re 

and become faints, they will certainly be faved, and confequently 
will never be left to die in a ftate which would exclude them from 
heaven. 

The fame anfwers, which have been given to the argument, 
drawn from the cafe of David, may be given to that drawn from 
‘the cafe of Solomon, and I need not repeat them. 

The following paffage in our author is obfcure: “ Should 
it be faid, that the covenant of grace infured to them, and to every 
other falling faint, faving repentance, to reftore them to the favour 
of God, would it not be giving up the doctrine of ‘the faints per- 
feverance in the fenfe of this writer? Betaufe it fuppofes, that 
umil they were rencwed again to repentance, they remained in 
a ftate of condemnation, and never would have been recovered 
but by the fpecial grace of God?” I do not fee how the idea, 
that the covenant of grace infures to every falling faint, faving 
repentance, to reftore them to the favour of God, would imply a 
giving up of the dodtrine of the faints perfeverance, in the fenfe 
in which I hold it. For, in the firft place, I do not hold, that every 
faint who falls into any fin, and dete not immediately and ex- 
plicitly repent of that fin in particular, is, during that impenitence, 
in fuch a ftate of condemnation, that if he fhould die in that ftate, 
he would fail of heaven. In the fecond place, | am not however 
‘fo tenacious of the idea juft expreffed, bur that, if it fhould appear 
to be a mifteye, I fhould readily give it up, and then | fhould hold, 
that no faintis ever fullered to die in fuch impenitence of any fin, 
as is inconfiftent with his falvation. 

I grant, that “ it does appear from the general voice of vi 

ture, that good men are exhoried to caye and diligence, as the on 
condition of their obtaining eternal }ife, and are warned againt 


apoftacy, as what would endanger their falvation;” and ee 
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and diligence, according to the degree of them, are perfeverance in 
the exercife of grace. But it will not be pretended, that every 
remiffioa of this care and diligence, is fuch a failing, not only 
from the proper exercife of grace, but alfo from the favour of God, 
that the perfon is in the fame ftate of condemnation, in which he 
was before he was regenérated. Nor will it be pretended, that 
conttant, unremitted, and,perfec&t. care and diligence, are the condi- 
tion of obtaining eternal life. , J. 








OF ORIGINAL SIN.—éAw Extract. 


AGAINST original fin fome objet and fay, that as we have 
fouls immediately from Ged, if we are born finful, he muft 

either create finful fouls, which canaot be fuppofed without im- 
piety, or fend fiulefs fouls into finful bodies, to be defiled by the 
unhappy union, which is as inconfiftent with his goodnefs, as 
with his juftice—and further, nothing can be more-unphilofophical 
than to fuppofe, that a body, a mere lump of organized matter, 
is liable to communicate to a pure fpirit, that moral pollution of 
which itfelf is as uncapable as the murderer’s {word «is of cruelty. 

This {pecious objection which Dr. Watts acknowledges to be 
the very chief point of difficulty in all the controverly- about ori- 
ginal,fin, is wholly founded upon the vulgar notion, that we have 
our fouls immediately from God, by infulion. It will then fall 
to the ground, if we can prove that we receive them, as well.as 
our bodies, by tradu@tion from Adam. And, that this is faét, 
may appear by the following arguments. : 

t. We have no ground from {cripture, or reafon to think, that 
adulterers can, when they pleafe, put God upon creating new 
fouls, to animate the {purus fruit of their crime. On the con- 
trary, it is faid, that God refted, on the feventh day, from his work 
of creation. 

2. Eve, herfelf, was not created, but in Adam. God breathed 
no breath of life into her, as he did into her hufband, to make her 
a living foul. Therefore, when Adam faw her, he faid, the thall 
be called woman, becaufe fhe (her whole felf, not her body only) 
was taken out of man. If then, the foul of the firft woman 
{prang from Adam’s foul, as her body from his body, what reafon 
have we to believe, that the fouls of her pofterity are immediately 
infufed, as Adam’s was when God created him? =~ 

3. All agree, that, under God, we received life from our firft 
parents ; and, if life, then certainly our fouls, which is the prin- 
cipal of life. 

4. Other animals have power to propagate their own fpecies 
after its kind. ‘They can generate animated bodies. Why. fhould 
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man be but half a father? When did God ftint him to propagate 
the mere fhell of his perfon—the body without. the foul ?—-Was 
it when he bleffed him and faid, d¢ fruzt/ul and multiply 2) When 
he {poke thus, did he uot addrefs himfelf to the foul as well as to 
the body? Can the body alone either underftand or execute com- 
mands? Is it not, on the contrary, highly reafonable to conclude, 
that, by virtue of the diviee appointment and bleffing, the whole 
man can be fruitful and multiply? And the foul, under proper cir- 
cumftances, can generate a foul, as a thought begets a thought, 
and can kindle the flame of life, a3 one taper lights another, with- 
out weakening its immortal fubftance? 

5. Does not matter, of faét corroborate the preceding argu~ 
ments? A fprightly race-horfe generally begets a mettlefome colt, 
while a heavy cart-horfe begets a cole that bears the ftamp of. its 
fire’s dulnefs; and is it not fo with mankind in. general? 
children of the Hottentots and the Efquemaux, are com 
ftupid, while thofe of the Englifh and French are, ufually, as 
fharp as their fathers. You feldom: fee a wit {pringing from two 
half-witted people, or a fool defcended from very fenfible parents. 
The children of men. of genius, are, frequently, as remarkable for 
fome branch of hereditary genius, as thofe of blockheads for their 
native {tupidity. Nothing is more common than to fee very paf- 
fionate and flighty parents, have very pafiionate and flighty chil- 
dren: and I have a hundred times difcovered, mot only the fea- 
tures, looks, and complexion of a father, or a mother, in a child’s 
face, but feerr a congenial foul looking out, (if [| may fo fpeak) 
at thofe windows of the body which we call the eyes. Hence [ 
conclude, that the advice, frequently given to thofe who are 
about to chufe a companion for life, “* take care of the breed,” 
is not wholly without foundation; akhough fome lay too much 
ftrefs upon it, forgetting that a thoufand unknown accidents 
may form exceptions to the general rule; and not confidering that 
the peculiarities of the father’s breed may be, happily, corrected 
by that of the mother, and wice verfa; and that as the grace of 


God yielded to, may fweeten the worft temper, fo fin, perfifted > 


in, may four the beft. 

6. Again; Mofes informs us, that fallen Adam begat a fon in 
his own likenefs, and after his own image. But, had he generated 
a body without a foul, he would not have begotten a fon in his 
own likenefs, fince he was not a mere mortal body, but a fallen 
embodied fpirit. Compare Gen. v. 3. with xvi. 26. 

ObjeGion. Wf Adam was converted when he begat a fon, he 
begat a converted foul. 

Anfwer. This does by no means follow. For, if he was born 
of God after the fall, it was by grace, through faith, and not by 


nature, through generation. He could not therefore ernen 
us 
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his fpirirual regeneration, by natural generation, any more Urn ¢ 
reat fcholar can propagate his learning, together with his {pecies, 

OsieBian. The he is Rot generated, becatfe the {criptares 

declare, the Lard ts the father of the [pirits of all Ach, and the 


forrit frail reture ta God, wit» gave it. 


I Anfwer. tt is alfo written that Joh and David were fearfully 
made and fathioned by the hands of Gel in the wontb. ‘That he 
formed Jerermale i in tae belly, and that we are the offspring of 
him who mads ef one flefh all nations of men. Now, if the 
latter icriptures do nat exclude the interpolation of parents, in the 
Coeeatie of their children’s bodies, by no rule of criticifm or 
divinity can we prove that the former exclude their interpofidon 
in the production of their fouls. 

Nor can materiali{ts, who have no ideas of generation, but fych 

e grofs and carnal, like their own fyffem, with any thadow 
oPeaten, infer, that if the foul is generated with the body, it will 
alfo perith with i. For, diffolution is fo far from being a necel- 
fary confequence of the fpirirual generation of fouls, that it would 
not fo much as have tollowed the generation of eur bodies, if 
Adam had not brought fin imto the world, aud death by fin. 

Again; if wheat, a material feed, which grows out of the 
fame clod with the chaff that inclofes it, can fubfift untmpaired 

when the mean cover is deftroyed, how much more can the foul, 
{that fpivitual, “vital, heavenly power, which is of a nature fo 
vaftly fuperior to the body in which it is confined) continue to 
exift, when fle(h and blood are returned to their native duft ? 

Should fome perfons reject what I fay of the traduction of fouls, 
in order to illuftrate the derivation of otiginal fin; and fhould 
they fay, they-have no more. idea of the generation than honeft 
Nicodemus. of the regeneration of a fpirit; 1 beg leave to obferve 
two thiags: Pirft. If fuch os are converted, they will not 
deny the | tegeneration of fouls by the fpirit of God, fince they 
experience ut. And our Lord fpeaks of it as a bleffed reality, even 

witile he reprefeuts it as a myftery unknown as to the manner of 
ir. . John ii. 8—13. . 

Now, if pious fouls have been regerierated from the beg sinning 
of the world, without exatly knowing how, is it reafonable 
to deny, that foals are gene rated, merely” bevaufe we cannot ex- 
actly account for the manner in which that wonder takes place? 

2. Should my objectors be verted in satural philofophy, they 
need not be told, that evon the kind of generation which they al- 
tow is as niuctra invitery to mun as the movement of a watch 
isto a child who jult fees the cafe and the gfafs. 

if they will not believe me, let them believe him who gave his 
heart co fearch out, by wifdom, concerning all things which are 


done under heaven ; ; and wi ho, touching upon our queition, fays, as 
thou 
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thou knoweff nat what is the way of the jpirit, nor how the 
bones do growin the womb of her that is with child; even fos 
thou knoweft not the works of God, who maketh all. Weel. xi. §. 

For my part, [donot fee why the fame Almighty Preterver of mens 
who (as St. Panl tells us) made of one blood she bodies of all na- 
tions of men, might not of one active thought and ardent defire, have 
made the fouls of all nations of men alfo, Have not thought and 
defire as great affinity to the nature of the foul,.as blood has to that 
of the body ? and confequently, are not our ideas of the traduction 
of the foul, as clear as thofe which we can form of the genera- 
tion of the body ? 

Can parents believe, shat all the fpecial relation they bear to their 
children, refpects that grofs, material part. which is from the 
earth, and mutt foon return to earth agaimA_ That, fo foon as their 
children ave derived from them, they are,Of no more value, 
can rank no higher than the meaneft reptile that crawls < 
ground? Does not that tender and {trong affection, which even 
nature teaches them to have for their offspring, refpeét any thing 
more than mere duft? If their children’s fouls are no otherwile 
related ro them than every other human ioul, will not nature, 
as well as religion, teach them that they ought to have the fame 
affeGtion, the fame care and.concern for other fouls as for thofe 
‘ot their children, both for this world and the next? 
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T is worthy the confideration of every rational being to know 
for what end he was made. It is evident, at the firft glanee, 
that man js indued with powers fuperior to any being which inha- 
bits this world. He is mote noble in his natural frame. This globe, 
how grand and replete with wifdom in its formation! Yet it was 
evidently made to be fubfervient to the ufe of man. Such a 
thought, which, at the firft view ftrikes our minds, fhould lead us 
to an examination of our powers, our ftate, and defination. 

Our exiftence has very lately commenced— We have juft en- 
tered on the ftage of a€tion, and it is cettain we fhall prefently 
die. There are a variety of pleafures and enjoyments attendant 
on our prefent ftate. We are alfo involved in many fcenes of 
troubie and forrow. It is uncertain which preponilerate, whether 
the joys or troubles of life. Our exiftence on earth, therefore, is 
not very eligible for its owmfake. And icis ftrange, that a crea~ 
ture o fack endowments as man, fhould be made only with rela- 
tion to this lite. What important ends could be anfwered, by the 


author of our being, in juft bringing us into exiftence, preferving. 


us here a few days, in a condition certainly not much more de- 
{irable than non-entity; and then, onder circumftances of extreme 
Vol. IT. No. 5. LD agonys 
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avony. depriving ws of that life, which we had fearceiy enjoyed ? 
is chs world ovr ast > Is ot deed! Whar then is # worth? Surely, 
ta this view, alb is vonrty and vexation of /pirit: I's there ay 
facure fate of exiftence to man, after the clofe of this wanfitory 
ife? Hf the Bible be true, there certainly is. ‘“Fhis will unravel 
hbyrintts of perplexity amd darknels, winch are otherwife mex- 
phieabie. Lite and mnmortality are cleort® brvegit to ight m the 
gofocl. And hae we not the mot fatisfactory evidente, thar 
thefe writings were given by divine infprrauon? What more noble 
feftern of 0 oths—of schzion and mor als, can vetemcewel of than 
are contained in the/e 2? What fubhime thoughts do they fegreft of 
Deity! Ww hat 2 farional account of the creation —of man's pri- 
miive ftate—of the imrodaétion of fin into the world—of provi- 
dence——of haman deprpvity, fo agrecabhe to what we experience— 
of a ficheme infr itelgawife, deviled for our recovery, from that 
ftate of cuik and wretchetinefs into which we find ourfeives involy- 
ed? Wheat excellent laws are there given us, fuch 2s it conformed 
to, tend to exalt us to the moft fublime happmefs, both in a pri- 
vate and focial capacity? The character of the Mediator is de- 
fcribed, and we are dire@ted to faith in him, and to repentance of 
ur fins, as the way to pardon and reconciliation with our offend- 
ed judge. The nature and importance of holinefs is delineated, 
and a future ftate revealed; in which eternal rewards are to be 
diftributed, according to the. characters of men, in this ftate of 
probation. Are not the/e things of the laft importance to be 
known? And are we not by the fcriptures furnifhied with a clue, 
tc unfold the otherwife moft infcrutable myfteries? Have thefe 
difficulties fo rational and perfpicuous a folution, from the light 
of nature, or the moft fagacious fages of the pagan world? Have 
we not then the greateft reafon to with thefe writings were true, 
which pour fuch copious light on fuch important fubjeéts ? And 
have we not abundant evidence of their authenticity? Do not 
their very nature, and rnternal excellence, bear confpicuous marks 
of their divine original? And have we not fuch externa/ evidence 
of their genuine veracity, as would fatisfy a candid mind in any 
other cale? 

You give credit to human hiftories, and receive the accounts 
contained in them, of tranfactions very remote from your own 
obfervation and experience. For inftance ; you believe the moft 
fubftantial parts of Hume’s Hiftory of Eneland to be true. Why? 
Becaufe, he appears to be a man ‘of fenfe.-He muft have had 
means of information—He could have had no motives to have 
impofed a train of falfhoods on tnankind.—If he had attempted it, 
he could not have fueceeded—The cheat would have been difco- 
vered—His hiftory mainly éoincides with others of the like kind, 
Although fome of the faéts, and events which he relates, are prior to 
the 
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the Chriftian era, yet you do not doubi the truth of them. ape then. 
should you not believe the Evangelifts? Their narration is plain—, 
it relates to facts, which are faid to be publicly done—and as te 
many of them, fuch as they themfclves were eye-witnefles of— 
they muft have known, whether the things which they have 
related, were true or not—They hed she means of information 
vequifite to fuch an undertaking. —The facts were recent, were 
public, and performed in the pretence of enemies, as well as friends 
to the caufe. Thefe writers appear to be men of plain, common 
fenfe—they were competent to the taik which mr undertook— 
they have the.appearance of honcfty. What reafon have we to, 
fufpe& them of impofiure? Had they attempted to perfuace the 
public of the truth of thofe wonderful things which they relate, ig 
would have been impoffible for.them to have gained credit, had 
there not been the meft fubftantial foundation to evince their rea, 
lity. They would have been confronted and expofed to contemps 
a if their relation had been falfe. From what mo- 
tives could the friends of Chriftianity, in its firft inftitution, been 
actuated, in embracing and adhering to it, had they not been per- 
{uaded it was from heaven? It coft them all that was dear to them 
on earth, : ‘ 

On the clofeft examination it will appear, that the fcriptures, as 
‘to the moft material facts and miracles, which they give an ac- 
count of, come better Sttefted than is common to other approved 
hiftories. And the main fadé?s being eftablithed, give a fanction toe 
the re/?, and prove the truth of revelation. Thefe writings could 
not have been materially altered fince their firft publication; be- 
caufe we have numerous quotations from them, and cranflations 
made in early times, and extenfively fpread, which agree with the 
original. We have, therefore, rational grounds to believe the 
truth of revelation, and that the religion, taught in the Bible, is 
from heaven. 

Now, then, let me addrefs myfelf to your reafon and confcience. 
Has God been at the pains to give us a fpecial revelation of his 
will, by which we may learn what true religion is, and what is 
neceflary to our everlafting well-being ; doth not this very confi- 
deration merit our higheft attenuion? Shall God fpeak to us, and 
we not regard it? Can we fuppofe that God would commifiion 
men from heaven, to teach us his will, if it were a matter of little 
confequence whether we received their inftruction or not? If this 
revelation be true, religion is a reality, and it is nota vain — 
It is adapted to our circumftances—is juft fuch’a one as we need- 
ed. In the fcriptures, admitting them to be divinely infpired, there 
are things contained, in which our everlafting intereft is 
concerned. The doctrine of a future ftate, is particularly of very 
ferious moment to us. Although the body muft prefently die, ed 
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the foul is immortal, and is to be exquifitely happy or miferable, 
through endlefs ages, according to our characters in this life. 
Now, ferioufly advert to this. Are you, who are but of yefterday, 
and will foon be at the clofing fcene of life, ftill to exift to mik 
lions, and millions of ages, nay, infinitely more than this, to all 
eternity? And through all this interminable duration, to exift 
in a ftate of moit exalred honours and bleffednefs, or to fuffer the 
moft intolerable difgrace and torment ? Can you be indifferent 
which fhall be your condition? Every fenfible being muft cover 
happinefs, and dread mifery. And the one is defirable, and thé 
other abhorrent, in proportion to their greatnefs and duration. 
As we are apt to be more affected at the profpeét of mifery than 
of happinefs. refect awhile on the dreadfulnefs of never-ending 
torments. Eternity fwallows up the largeft grafp of human 
thought. He who is configned over to éndiefs mifery, will fuffer 
through animmeafurable period, fo long as that it fhall exceed in 
duration, what the whole age of this world will exceed a moment 
of time; and yet after the poor creature fhall have fuffered through 
fuch an incalculable length of time, he will not approach any 
nearer towards the clofe of his fufferings. Nay, he will nothave 
the lefs to fuffer than when he firft entered into this ftate of mifery. 
Eternity is before him ftill: and what is paft, will be nothing 
compared with what is to come. 

Furthermore ; one foul fubjeéted to everlafting mifery will fuf- 
fer more than what the whole creation could endure through the 
longeft finite duration; even although they were to fuffer as 
much as their natrres could be fupported under. | For, what all 
the fenfible creatron could endure, in the longeft conceivable finite 
period, would be fill finite: but only one foul, fuffering everiaft- 
ing mifery, would undergo that which is infinite. But what is 
finite, bears no proportion to what is infinite. ‘This is a thought 
big with aftonithment, but it is founded on mathematical demon- 
ftration. Is not fuch 2 confideration, if realized, enough to awaken 
up the moft ftupid, and lead him to an inquiry, “* What thall I do 
to be faved!” Who can dwell with devouring fire? Who, with 
everlafting burnings? Is thereany way toefcape? My friend, there 
is. You are not, as yet, reduced to this horrible ftate of defpair. 
Ass yet, you live in a world of mérey—in a land of hope. “ Be- 
hol now is the accepted time ; behold now is the day of faiva- 
tion.” 

* And while the lamp holds out to burn, 
“ The viieft finner may return.” 


But this feafon of grace wilt foon be at an end. If you be not 
foon fetrled on a good foundation, it will be too late. “Is wot this 


thought enough to alarm you, and excite your attention to the one 
thing 
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thing needful ? Whilft conteinplating on thefe ching. we “a eX- 
claim, ‘¢ What (hall it profit a man to gain the whole workd and 
Jofe is Own foul; of, what thall a man give in exchange for his 
foul??? What ate all the profits, pleafures, and honours of this 
world when coming in competition with the lofs of the foul? | It 
you are not roufed to attention by all the mnportant truths con- 
tained in the Bible, it argues you are poffeffed of the moft fortith 
ftupidity. You had infinitely better be a beaft, a toad, or ferpent, 
thana man, continuing.in fucha ftate of infentibjlity and neglect 
of réligion, O! then confider for what ye were made, whether 
to ferve God, and be happy forever, or to indulge yourfelves in 
cafe and pleafure, and be beafts, and prefently with them ceafe to 
exift forever ; or rather, to be infernal fiends, and lie down in ever- 
lafting defpair and horror. In one fenfe, you are not brutes. Why 
will you degrade yourfe!vesfo much? You are rational creatures— 
are furnifhed witli noble intelleQtual powers+-have -iameortal 
fouls—are fubjects capable of the moft fublime felicity, or the 
moft intolerable pains to all eternity. ‘The path of truth and duty 


is plainly pointed out to you, in the facred writings. You are’ 


called upon to attend—you are kindly invited to chufe life—to flee 
from the wrath to come. God is as ready to receive you into 
the arms of his mercy as was the father to meet and receive his 

prodigal fon upon his return. ‘ 

The thought, that we are to exift forever in a future ftate, and 
that the fate of eternity depends on this momentary life, is inex- 
preffibly alarming. If a man had all his worldy intereft—a vaft 
fortune depending on the event of a fingle ticket m a lottery, with 
what folicitude would he eye the important decifion? And that, 
notwith{tanding his mo(t anxious care, could give no determination 
tothe chance. But, in the cafe before us, our intereft depending 
is infinitely more momentous; differing alfo in this refpeét, that 
our attention may have great influence in turning the feale in our 
favour. But if you continue inattentive and flupid, there is no 
reafon to think, but that while you are crying, peace and fafety, 
fudden deftruction will par you. But in confequence of 
awaking up—fearching the fcriptures—and making application to 
the merey of God in Chrift, there is hope. On what rational 
principle then can you juftify yourfelves in the neglect of folicitude 
and attention, to things of the greateft importance? Confider that 
now is your only probationary feafon, your life is but a vapour— 
a fading flower—eternity is juft before you—God is now waiting 
for your return to him—he hath given you his word—He allows 
you a {pace for repentance. — Awake then, thou that feepeft, arife 

J cm the dead, and Chrift frail give thee light. 
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[The following Letter and rami wr Hf om a German Noble. 
man, Ranger af the Eleétoral Parks, dated Debrilugk, in 
Saxony, fiews how wonder ully God is ftirring up the Hearts 
of his Servants, as by a holy Sympathy, to feel for the poor 
Heathe x, and labour for their Converfion. May this ins 
crea/ing Zeal fpread further and wider, till it embrace the 
Heathen World, in the Arms of Chriftian Philanthropy. ] 


This Article was originally communicated by Doétor Hawers, the 
Gentleman to w hom the Letter is addreffed, to the Evangelical 
Magazine. ] 


——--— 


THE LETTER. 


T is a confiderable time, Reverend Sir, fince I began 
to make provifion for the things I judged neceflary for 
a miffion to the Heathen. I need not tell you the diffi- 
culties which I have met in the purfuit of this great ob- 
ject, to lead the Heathen to the knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Jefus. Suffice it to fay, that, notwithftanding 
much grief and difappointment, which hath hitherto let 
and hindered me, I have preferved the fame longing de- 
fire to communicate the faith of Chrift to the poor Hea- 
then. In the mean time, employed in thefe preparations, 
I could not but feel grieved and furprifed, that Chriftrans 
profefling to be redeemed by Chrift’s blood, chofen as his 
peculiar people, fought out, and faved by his fufferings 
and death, can live fo carelefs and unmindful of the multt- 
tudes of poor Heathens, buried in oblivion, and lying in 
darknefs, and the depths of {piritual mifery. 

Occupied with. thefe reflections, one brought me the 
Hambro’ Gazette, wherein was contained the remarkable 
and delightful intelligence, that more than two hundred 
p sreachers of the gofpel in England, deputed from their fe- 
veral congregations, have eftablithed a Society for fend- 
ing the word of God, and therewith the light and falvation 
which Jefus Chrift hath brought into the world, to the 
Heathen, efpecially to the Eaft-Indies, Africa, ‘aa the 
vaft countries in the South Seas. 


It is not in my power to exprefs the delight I felt iy 
I fir 
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I firft heard thefe pleafing tidings. I could not but imagine 
myfelf prefent in your noble aflembly,: and was. filled witht 
y at the fight of fuch a number of faithful labourers, 
filled with zeal for the glory of Chrift,-and feeling, for the 
great mifery of the Heathen. Tocomplete my, tramfport, 
I perceived you had direéted your intended miffion to the 
fame regions and people to whom I Kad: planned: an  at- 
tempt fimilar to your’s. | 
My friends advifed me, therefore, to feek an:union with 
you inthe work; but I am difpofed to think that‘ it may 
be ineligible, for many reafons.°") ©) °° | 
Admitting no other difficulties occurred than night’ be 
removed, I am rather inclined to fuppofe, that many mif+ 


fions to different places, though thecommencements might: 


be fmall, would probably more conduce to the defired ef- 
fect, than if the whole were concentered in one great work 
and attempt. How many regions are in darknefs! what 
a multitude of our fellow creaturés in ignorance and mife- 
ry! living without God, and utterly ‘unacquamted with 
the redemption which is in Chrift Jefus! How wide is the 
field in which we muft purfué thefe unhappy “mortals! 
This, however, at Jeaft, is our duty, that as brethren, ac- 
knowledging one God, one faith, one baptifm, one Lord 
Jefus Chrift, the Saviour, we ‘affift each other, and ‘unite 
to aid, and counfel, fo as to obtain moft effectually ‘the ob- 
ject we lave in view. =H pais 
It is inorder hereunto, T take thé liberty of intreating 
you, Sir, to’communicate the plan you are purfuing, whic 
would be of the. greateft férvice to me. I with alfo to 
know, when your firft Miffionaries hope to fail on their 
voyage; alfo, if-you can fiad me‘a Captain and féamen 
truly religious. | Can I hire a’fhip; or purchafe, and at 
what rate? Are the regions to Which you are direéting 
your miffion well known to them? Shine 
I have veritured to fubjoin a’petition ‘to your king on 
the fubje&; in my own tongue, not béing fefficieritly ac- 
quainted with the idiom of the Englifhy to offer it irr that 
languagé. “This is the laft favour P'would afk, if you 
could undertake to prefent it forme. _febaatace a 
re 
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The love of Jefus Chrift, our Saviour, for wham. wé 
live and labour, engage me to hope, that my requefts will 
meet a favourable reception, andothat I fhall foon have 
the pleafure of hearing from you. 

I fhall never ceafe to with and pray, that your attempt 
to call the Heathen to the knowledge of our Redeemer’s 
cro{s, and to the falvation purchafed by liis blood, may be 
bleffed by the Almighty Lord, and to defire that the he- 
nefits of his paffion may be preached thoughout the world. 

To bim I recommend your valuable life and labours; 
flattering mhyfelf with the hope that I hall find you as 
willing a friend and advifer, as I:may venture, Rev. Sir, 
to afiure you I thallever be, . 

Your moft affectionate, 


Avucustr Von SHIRNDING. 


P. S. If you have any connections with the. Weft-India 
planters, or in-America, I wifh you to inform yourfelf, 
from them, if they have any among their flaves brought 
to the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, by the brethren or 
others, and if they would be willing to part with them, 
efpecially any fuch as haye been helpers with the brethren. 
I fhould very gladly purchafe any fuch, of a proper ages 
and fingle men. I fhould receive any information of this 
kind with great thankfulnefs. 

Inclofed you will receive an Addrefs to-the Inhabitants of 
Great-Britain, which I drew up fix months ago, in order 
to fend to England: Make what ufe of it you pleafe. 

a 
., Ye Avpgess tg the Baitisn Nation. 

AT a time, when the firft principles. of Chriftianity are 
attacked, disfigured, or renounced, according to men’s ¢a- 
price—-at a time when, the characteriftic dogtrines of Pro- 
teftantifm are decried as. igrational, and their defenders 
treated with contempt and ridicule, and, ag. occafion of- 
fers, infulted and perfecuted—at fuch a time, indeed, the 
dictates, of wifdom,) as well as duty, call upon,us to in- 
quire into and efpoufe the do@rines. of Chriftianity, which 
our Lord hath given to,is,.and Luther, the great reformer, 

amidft 
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amidft a thoufand perils, rifing fuperior to the fear of men, 
confefled, and faithfully defended: Nor fhall we go unre- 
warded, notwithftanding the apoftacy which we daily be- 
hold around us. However, the truth, as it & in Jefus, in 
their view, is become obfolete and antiquated, we regard 
itin all the beauty of primitive fplendour, as when it firft 
irradiated the earth at his appearing. O that our fouls 
might more deeply feel, that all our bleflednefs is com+ 
rifed therein ! 

It may be indeed our lot, that for fich faithful adherence 
to Chrift and his truth, we may fhare the hatred of an 
ungodly world, and be expofed to danger—we may, in- 
cleed, be exercifed with anxious cat#, and fear for the fu- 
ture; but fliall we fit fupine and carelefs? Are we not 
bound to have at heart the kingdom of God arid our Sa- 
viour? We cannot, indeed, forefee all the wife difpofi- 
tions of his providence: but we are bound to lift up our 
heads, and look to him, under all the changes of this dif- 
ordered world, and to be ready to ftand before the Son of 
Man. 

We cannot ftay his arm, nor follow him throtgh all the 
wondrous, mazes of his difpenfations; yet are we bound; 
admiring and adoring, ever to cry out, “* Who is like 
unto thee, O Lord?” , 

When was there a time when it became more neceflary 
than at prefent to have refpect to the interefts of his king- 
dom? In ages paft, his caufe was oppofed by thofe who 
did it ignorantly in unbelief; now, with wilful malice, by 
rebellious apoftates: _The former knew not the bleffings 
pry defpifed; but thefe fin againft their own mercies, and 

ject the. revelation, with all its evidence in their hands. 
The time was, when thoufands were converted in a day; 
now thoufands, perverted from the truth, herd with the 
infidels, and increafe their multitude. 

When we fee infidelity ufing every effort, that the very 
hame of Chrift fhall be had no more in remembrances and 
felf-taught reafon of corrupted worms idolifed, how can the 
faithful fervant of Chrift fleep unconcerned, and not be 
afflicted with the objects in his view? He knows what has 
Vol. II. No. 5. E been 
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been tlie fate of nations. Chrift will not continue his truth 
where defpifed. He has abandoned various parts of the 
world, and withdrawn his light from numberlefs churches; 
when, defpifing his grace, they have filled up, by their in- 
gratitude and apoftacy, the meafure of thei miquities. 

In awful times, like thofe into which we ‘are fallen, 
what is more needful, than that every friend of Chrift and 
his truth, anxious what will be the end of thefe things, and 

looking up to his Lord, fhould afk, who is.on the Lord’s 
fide? who? and unite with the faithful few, who love 
the Divine Matter, his revealed word, ‘and the day of his 
appe: aring. How fhould they encourage one another, to 
jOin in One compacted phalanx, and redouble their efforts 


to promote the great objects of the religion of Jefas ! 


But where hatlt fuch’a foeiety been formed ? Have not | 
the Moravian bretiiren fet a noble example ? Hath not theit 
fu ecefs demonftrated the practicability of the attempt ! ? 
fhey lay no other foundation than that is laid, which 1s 
Jefus Chrift. Thereon they affect to build nothing novel, 
but to purfue invariably the fame truths the apoftles preach- 
ed and taught. They have felt for the miferable ftate of 
the Heathen world, They looked on the ignorance of 
the Heathen, and their unacquaintednefs ' with the Saviour, 
and their eye affected their hearts; the view entered deeply 
into their fouls. They have, indeed, found many diffi- 
culties in the arduous enterprife; but, by the grace of our 
Saviour, they are ready only to live and to die for him. 

lHiow tkould it roufe other Chriftians to emulation, and 
engage them zealoufly to love the Lord Jefus, and fhew 
it in hike manner! 

But whilit I wifh many would imitate their example, I 
hy no means think it advifable to form an union with their 
fociet y. It ts evident that many prejudices have been en- 
tertained againft them; but from whencefoever thefe pre- 
judices may have arifen, may He, who orders all things 
according to the counfels of his own will, remove them! 
May He, who rec deemed us by his blood, ‘arid broke down 
tlie middle wall of partition between Jew and Gentile, heal 
all our unhappy divifions! 

But 
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But fhould they remain, it is not at all neceflary, 
«hat all men adopt their modes; or to fuppofe that the 
Heathen can be converted to Jefus only by their means. 
They themfelves do not with it, and long to fee other 
Chriftian focieties formed for the converfion of fouls to 
Jefus, though they gather not with them. Nay, they are 
‘perfuaded thereby many prejudices might be avoided, and 
obftacles removed. And is it not highly defirable to do 
fo, and try a new fociety, not in immediate connedtion 
with the brethren, but formed in order to bring into nearer 
communion and fellowfhip all who love our Lord Jefus 
Chrift in fincerity ? Thus, without renouncing our feveral 
educational modes, we might form one body of Chriftians, 
and true religion receive the greateft advantage from our 
union ; cordially one with our Moravian brethren in zeal 
for Chrift, and his truth, without adopting their pecu- 
ilarities. ’ 

Should not fome attempt of this kind be made for Je- 
fus’ fake? Does it not offer many advantages? Would 
not our numbers be increafed, and our efforts more extra- 
ordinary ? 

The advantages of fuch a fociety may be confidered in 
two views: 1. Within the pale of Chriftendom; 2. With- 
out if, 

1. Within the pale of Chriftendom, efpecially among 
us, preferving the pure religion of the Augfburg Confef- 
fion, againft the artful and violent attacks of its enemies; 
and more againft the rage for change and alterations of 
falfe friends. Is not the profeffion of the true religion of 
Proteftants in imminent danger? Has not God fent ftrong 
delufions even into our pulpits, where men, affecting to 
be wife above what is written, have changed the truth of 
God into alie?—men, without underftanding, pretending 
religion, and, full of high thoughts of themfelves, endea- 
vouring to cloak infidelity under their embellifhments and 
futile arguments. Would it not be highly advantageous 
to make head againft fuch, and preferve the elect of Jefus 
Chrift from,their delufions ? 


Such a feciety alfo woukd tend to awaken the life nsf oa 
igion 
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ligion in Chriftendom, ‘and toinflame the hearts of many 
with the love of God our Saviour, and produce as happy 
changes in the hearts of men, as has been done by the 
brethren. It would teach men to difcern between light 
and darknefs, and effectually tend to fupport the unity of 
faith and love. And I cannot but regard it as a mercy, 
that the fociety of the brethren hath been hike a fortrefs, 
where: example and difcipline have preferved the pure 
doctrine of chriftianity. 

But, 2. The advantages which would arife from fuch 
a fociety without the pale of Chriftendom. 

How many difficulties have the brethren to encounter 
in the works of the miffion from their very name? What 
obftructions have they met with from envy, jealoufly, pre- 
judice, and perfecution, in their attempts? Cannot we, 
without thamname, poffefs the fame love for Chrift and 
Chriftian zeal in our hearts? May we not, without their 
peculiarities of manner or difcipline, preach Jefus Chrift 
among the Heathen ? 

Such a foctety for preferving the pure religion of Pro- 
teftantifm would, I am perfuaded, be of vaft advantage, and 
tend greatly to increafe the flock of the great Shepherd by 
us poor worms. Seeing its vaft utility and eternal bene- 
fits, and that it requires rather hearts filled with love and 
truth, than pockets lined with wealth, I cannot but in- 
vite all Chriftians to unite in fuch a body, to preferve and 
advance the truth asit is in Jefus. 

Shalj the infidel and profane form their affociations? 
Shall the borders of the kingdom of darknefs and falfe phi- 
lofophy be thus extended, and fhall not the friends of God 
and truth feek to increafe their numbers, and to fpread the 
conquetts of the crofs? The world will love her own, and 
will not God approve thefe who faithfully join themfelves 
tohim? There is an eye over the fervants of Jefus; theit 
Lord fees, and will profper their labours of love. He 
will go forth with them, and their work fhall be bleffed. 

Highly, therefore, does it become us to confecrate our- 
felves tohim; deeply are we bound by every tie of love 
and duty, to be workers together with him, to advance the 
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fpread of bis kingdom. Then, when we come to give an 
account of the talent with which he hath intrufted us, we 
fhall have joy that we have not buried it in the earth, bat 
improved it for his glory. 
Aucust Von Syirnxpinc, 

Ranger of the Elechora! Parks. 


Dobrilugk, in Saxony, 1 796. 








di os P os 
OF SELF-LOVE. 
N all difcourfes concerning the nature of virtue or vice, 
benevolence, public fpirit, &c. felf-love is often men- 
tioned, and often made the fubjec& of difquifition; yet it 
appears to me, that no fubject is lefs underftood. Moft 
who fpeak or write on this fubjeét, feem to confider felf- 
love as a particular or fingle affection, as the love of ho- 
nour, or the gatural affection of parents to their children. 
This, I coffttive is a miftake.  Self-love is loofely faid to 
be the love of our own happinefs. But what if a man’s 
happinefs confift in benevolence and beneficence, and in 
comparifon with this, he is willing to give up all his other 
happinefs, is this mere felf-love? Is it not benevolence 
itfeif ? 

A man’s own happinefs then, which is the object of 
felf-love, confifts in fomething elfe than the good of 
others, or than benevolence and beneficence, i.e. it con- 
fifts in the indulgence of thofe appetites and affections 
which are merely private and nate it centering in him, 
who is the fubjeé&t of thém, and not aiming at the good of 
others; fuch as the feveral bodily appetites, a love cf ho- 
nour and eafe. Therefore felf-love is the love of that 
happinefs which is enjoyed in eating and drinking, in 
honour, perfonal eafe, and in intercourfe with the eppo- 
fite fex. 

Loving felf as felf is a definition of felf-love, which, it 
feems, has become famous. If to love ourfelves is to 
love food, drink, honour, &¢. what is it to love thefe as 
fif2? Serely not tolove them as food, drink, &c. The 
sruth is, thof objects are, in their own nature, agreeable 
to 
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to every man, who has the common appetites of humay 
nature. 

Self-love has been faid to be in its own nature finful; 
but are an appetite for food, a defire of honour and eafe, in 
their own nature, finful? It will not be pretended; no 
more is felf-love, if it confift in thofe appetites, and the 
exercifes of them. Nay, as thofe appetites are in them- 
felves neither virtuous nor vicious; fo neither is felf-love, 
if itconfit in them. I am fenfible, that fuch an idea of 
felf-love may be formed, and is entertained by many, as 
implies that it is invariably finful. The idea is, that felf- 
love is a preference of ourfelves, and of Our own happinefs, 
to any other object. This 1s in every inftance finful. But 
| conceive that is not a true account of felf-love. Itiscom- 
monly granted, that even a good man may, and does law- 
fully love himfelf, or exercife felf-love. But he cannot 
lawfully love himfelf in preference to every other object. 
The appetites before-mentioned, are indeed indulged fi fin- 
fully, whenever the objects of them are purfued or retain- 
ed with an inordinate attachment, i.e. in preference to 
nore important good. But when a more important good 
does not require a man to give up his meal, or fubmit to 
fhame, he may lawfully indulge his native appetite for 
food and for honour. 

It has been faid, that if the loweft degree of {cif-love te 
not finful, neither is the higheft, that if you increafea 
good or an innocent thing ever fo fnuch, you do not change 
the nature of it and make it evil. But I do not acknow- 
ledge this reafoning to be conclufive. A moderate fire in a 
houte may be a good and ufeful thing, but a very large 
one may be very evil and deftructive. A moderate appe- 
tite for wine or {piritous liquors may be innocent, but a 
{trong thirft tor them may be ruinous. So, a moderate at- 
tachment to food, honour, and eafe, may be innocent. But 
to be fo attached to them, as not to be willing to give them 
up, when the prefervation of our own, or the life of ano- 
ther requires it, ts wrong and vicious. 

It has been faid, that we ought to love ourfelves as 2 
part of the fyftem only; and in mere fubferviency to the 
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peneral good. If this mean, that a man ought not to have 
an immediate and direct relifh for his own happinefs or 
pleafure in food, honour, &c. but ought to regard them 
as he does a dofe of ipecacuanha, merely becaufe it is ufeful 
to fome other purpofe than the immediate communication 
of pleafure; this is manifeftly falfe. 

Here an objection will arife: what then does the fcrip- 
ture mean when it requires us, ** whether we eat or drink, 
or whatever we do, to do all to the glory of God?” = It 
furely does not mean, that we are to eat or drink with- 
out any picafant relifh of what we eat or drink, but that 
we are not to be fo attached to the pleafure of eating or 
drinking, as not to be ready at any timie to give it up, if 
the glory af God require it. 

It feems to follow from what is faid above, that the fin- 
fulnefs of felf-love depends not on the nature of it, but en- 
tirely on the degree. There is no fin in merely loving 
food, honour, and eafe, but when we are fo engrofied in 
love to them, as to forget and neglect more important 
good, as the glory of God, the good of his kingdom, or 
any more important intereft of ourfelves or others, then 
we commit fin. 

What has been faid may afford an anfwer to this quef- 
tion: Does an unregenerate perfon love himfelf more than 
one who is regenerate? I anfwer, yes; much more; as he 
!s much more attached to his private intereft or happinefs, 
in fo much that this is his chief good, and he is not willing 
to give it up for any more important good whatever. But 
a regenerate perfon, though he may have as high a relifh 
for food, drink, honour and eafe, as the unregenerate, yet 
he has an intereft, inconceivably more important in itfelf, 
and in his efteem, than any, or all thefe; and, therefore, he 
is not fo attached to thefe but that he can freely give them 
up when that more important intereft calls for it. Thus 
he can * deny himfelf, and take up his crofs and follow 
Chrift.” 

Perhaps it will be objected to a part of what has been 
faid, that if felf-love be, in itfelf, neither virtuous nor vi- 


cious, a great part of the exercifes of the unregenerate are 
fi innocent. 
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ly or immediately by divine power. They are, therefore, 


in this refpect, as mative as the earth was in creation. 

Now, is there no difficulty in conceiving how aétions, 
- ~~ 

which, though free with refpe& to their nature, are pafhv 

with refpest to their canfe, fhould conititute the agent, 

the proper objeét of f praife or blame? 


On this ftatement of the difficulty I remar®, 
That the principal ground of difficulty with © our au- 
oe is, that “ the free a@tions of men are fuppofed to be 
effetts, and produ iced either mediately or smmediately by 
vine power.” But does our author fuppofe,' that the 
free actions of men are rot effclts ? if fo, they either are 
felf-exiftent an J eternal, or come into exiftence without caufe, 
and by mere cliance; neither of which will be pre etended: 
Therefore, our author hi elf muft allow, that the free 
actions of ‘Stee! agents are effects of fome Cauhe or other. 
Whatever that caufe be, whether it be the divine power, 
or any other power extrinfic to the fubjec hol the actions, 
is imnvaterial as to the freedom of thofe a@ions. Is it not 
immaterial as to their freedom, whether my actions be.the 
effects ‘of the wind, the rays of the fun, the power of an 
angel, 
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angel, or the power of God? If in any one of thefe cafeg * 
they be “* as paffive. as the earth was. in creations’ they 
are equally paffive in all the reft. If, therefore, there be 4 
difficiilty in the theory oppefed by ourauthor, it isa dif- 
icuity which attends the theory of our’ author himfelf,; 
anlefs he deny the free actions of moral agents to be’ ef- 
feé&ts. For, if he fhould hold, that they are effects, not of 
any extrinfic caufe, but of thé perfon himfelf, who is the 
fabject of them, ftill thofe actions are equally effects, ahd 
equally paflive with refpeét to their caufe, as af they be 
the effeéts of any extrinfic caufe. Suppofe a man cut off 
his own hand, the effect is equally paffive, as if it were 
cut off by any other man: it is as paflive as the easth is 
in its creation. And if thatact of the will, by which he 
determines and wills to cut off his hand, be the effec? of the 
man himfelf, ftill thzs effect, in its production, is as paflive 
as the effect of any other caufe. Thérefore, our author’s 
words may be retorted: “* Now is there no difficulty in 
conceiving how. actions, which, though free with refpect 
to their nature, are paffive with refpect to their caufe, 
fhould conftitute the agent, a proper object of praife or 
blame ?”. Thefe words imply, that an aétion, which is thé 
proper object of praifé or blame, mutt norbe paflive with 
refpec to its cavfe; i. e. it muft not be produced by its 
catife. But how this is poffible, our author muft inform 
us. | 

Our author proceeds to illuftrate his objection. _‘* Let 
it be fuppofed, that my neighbour poffefles, and unawares, 
and without my previous confent, exerts 2 power to change 
my difpofition, from benevolence to malice, by ftriking me 
with a magic wand, or fome other way; fhould I be blame- 
able for éxercifing a malicious difpofition? Would not all 
reafonable men exculpate and pity me? Would they not 
, fay, he was benevolent, and would have continued fo if 
it had not been for his wicked neighbour. It is there- 
fore not his fault, but his neighbour’s. This fappofition 
may, perhaps, in forme meafure, ferve to illuftrate the rea/ 
difficulty, which lies in the minds of thofe who object to 
the doétine of the divine degrees.” If this illuftrate the 
Vol. Il. No. 5. F real 
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real dificully, it deferves our particular attention. The 
argument here urged is, that if a malicious di{pofition 
be produced in me, without my previous confent, I am 
not blameable for exercifing it. ‘This implies, that if it 
be produced with my previous confent, I am blameabie 
for the exercifeof it. If fo, then our author gives up his 
former argument, and reits his caufe on a new one. His 
former argument was, that we are not blameable for 
atts in the produdtion of which we are pafive. But in 
the cafe now fuppofed, I am entirely paffive in the pro- 
duction of a malicious difpofition ; it ts produced in me by 
another, only I confent to its production, and therefore am 
blameable for the exercife of malice. 

Or, perhaps, to avoid this inconfiftence, our author may 
explain himfelf to mean, not that I am blameable for the 
exercife of malice produced in me by another, but merel 
for my confent to itS production. Be it fo; then the quel- 
tion will arife, how came this con/ent into exiftence? Did 
it come into exiftence without caufe? This will not be 
pretended? Did I caufe it my&lf? Then doubtlefs I cauf- 
ed it by a caufing or efficient act, and this efficient ac is 
as diftinct from the cenfent produced, which is the effed, 
as any caufe is from its effect. Again; this caufing act is 
alfo an effect, and requires a caufe. This cavfe muft, for 
the fame reafon as before, be myfelf, and I myfelf mut 
caufe it by an efficient act; and thus we muft run into an 
infinite feries of aéts caufing one another, which is abfurd 
and impoffible. The fame abfurdity will attend the fup- 
pofition, that the coxfent now in queftion, was caufed in 
me by fome extrinfic caufe, but with my previous confent. 
That previous confent requires a caufe, and for the fame 
reafon my previous confent mutt concur to the caufation 
of that, and foon on to infinity; fo that there is no other 
poffible fuppofition, than that the confent, that my neigh- 
bour fhould produce malice in me, was caufed by fome 
extrinfic caufe without my previous confent. And if 1 be 
blameable for this confent, thus brought into exiftence 
without my confent, why may I not be equally blameable 
for a malicious difpofition brought into exiftence in the 
fame manner? The 
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The truth is, that if malice, however caufed, be not 
blameable, it is not blameable in any cafe. And if ma- 
lice, produced in me by my neighbour’s magic wand, be 
not blameable, it never can be blameable. For whenever 
it does exift, it is produced by /ome cau/e extrinfic to Lim, 
who is the fubject of it; aad if our author will fhow, that 
he himfelf, or any other man, can efficiently produce an 
exercife of malice in himfelf, and avoid the abfurdity of an 
infinite feries of aéts in the fame man, begetting one ano- 
ther, he will do more than has ever been done by any op- 
pofer of the doctrine of decrees, from Pelagius down to the 
prefent time. The true folution of our author’s difficulty 
rs this, that the effence of the virtue and vice of benevo- 
lence and malice lies in the nature of thofe affections, and 
not in their caufe. 

IOTA. 
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For the THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE, 
A REMARKABLE NARRATIVE, 


Mr. Epiror, 
% 7 OUR repeated calls for religious Anecdotes, has induced me 
to fend you the following. It is written from memory, and 
therefore may, in fome immaterial circumftances, vary from 
exact truth; but all the material parts ave fubftantially related 
without exaggeration. 

About the year 1771, or 1772, having beer fent by the fynod 
of New-York and Philadelphia, on a miffion mto the back parts 
of New-Jerfey: A man, apparently about fifty years of age, in- 
vited me to his houfe, where I {pent feveral days, He feemed to 
be a cordial friend to the kingdom of the Redeemer, and to have 
been long engaged in its caufe. His neighbours contidered him as 
an eminent Chriftian. He feemed to be a man of difcernment, 
and to make the religion of the gofpel the principal bufinefs of his 
life. From his own mouth I received, in fubftance, the following 
account of himfelf, and of God’s dealings with him. 

« T was,” faid he, ‘* brought up in the lower part of New-Jer- 
fey, in a family which paid no attention either to religion or to 
my education. They never taught me even to read. In this hea- 
thenith ftate I grew to adult age, married my prefent wife, and 
having heard that good land might be purchafed at a low price in 
thefe parts, 1 removed to this place—bought, and fet myfel: a 
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earneft to clear and criltivate my land. It was all wildernefs: [ 
had no neighbour within feveral miles. { found it neceffary after 
a while, to make a journey below, and as I paffed through the 
lower counties, where Mr. Whirtield, and fome other zealous 
preachers, had lately been, T found the gteat body of the peoplé 
deeply affected with religious fubjects ; forne full of joy, and fomeée 
of terror; and almof ali of them devoting a great deal of 
time to fermons and religious conferences. This was a new 
fcene to me, and at firft greatly excited my furprife and curiofity. 
I made a litile ftav in feveral places, attended feveral meetings, 
and heard different preachers. Every thing fuggefted that both 
preachers and hearers (and great numbers collected together, and 
trom remote phces, to hear the gofpel,) confidered religion as the 
one thing needful. This excited in me folicitude for my own 
fafety—occafioned my condition to appear full of danger, and led 
me to inguize what | muft dv to be faved. From the public dif: 
courfes and private converfation which I heard, I learned that I 
mult be converied, and that the only fure fign of converfion wag 
tome fen/ible difcovery of Chrift to my bodily organs. He mutt 
be either feen or heard. He might be expected to appear extend- 
ed as on the crofs, or ffanding as at the fepulchre, or walking as 
in the garden, or in the air, as at his afcention. I might hope to 
hear his voice, faying to me: Son, be of good cheer, thy fins be 
forgiven thee; or fome other comforting exprefliops. I was 
taught, that to obiain fuch a revelation of Jefus Chrift I muft 
Rtudy the fcriptures, and be conftant in fervent prayer to God. 
‘This induced me to purchafe a Bible, refolved by the affiftance of 
my wife, who could read a little, to learn to read it myfelf.. | 
took my Bible home, and apptied myfelf diligently to learn to 
read. But as I knew yone of the letters, and had, though a will- 
ing, yet but an indifferent inftruétrefs, my proficiency was flow. 
1 built a little booth in the woods, not far from my houte, for 2 
place of prayer. To this I reforted three times a day, and fome- 
umes oftener.. It was the burden of my daily prayer, that God 
would convert me, and exhibit Chnift to me, in token of his 
having done fo. I always looked round on the neighbouring 
trees, when ] had finifhed my prayer, in hope of fecing the de- 
fired object. When I had been more than ufually fervent, I 
would look with eager vigilance all around, in the firm belief, 
thc now my Saviour would make his appearance, ether hang- 
ing on fome tree, walking on the earth, or hovering in the air; 
and when I found this expectaticn truitlefs, | would hiften with 
the utmott attention, in hope of hearing lis voice, uttering words 
ot confolation to my foul. Thefe exercifes, and my folicitoms 
concern, led me to notice more than ever before, the flare and 


cperations of ny heart. I often detected myfelf in an indulgence 
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of hard thoughts of God, becaufe he did aot guingeh his Son to 
me, notwithftandi ing my cont inually repe: ued and earnett jntrea- 
ties. Meanwhile, my tear, left he fhould never make this mani- 
feftation, inereafed- my anxiety and diftrefs, and excited ftil] 
ftonger teelinys of difple afure toward him; while they, in their 
turn, by unfolding the perv: rfenefs of my heart, increafed my 
fears and my ang uth. This courte of pl aying , and learni Ted to 
read, went on'together for about a vear. As time fid away vy my 
attention to the operations of my mind continued to increafe, and T 
became proportionably acquainted with my heart. The more ] 
became acquainted with this, the more clearly | perceived InNy OR- 
pofition to God, and uufitnels to ie an object of his complacgn- 
cy. God had made and upheld me; vet 1 had been’ even thought- 
lefs of my dependance on him. He had fuftained my health, and 
furrounded me with comforts ; yet [had not begn grateful. Ged 
was the parent of the univerfe; yet, worm as I was, I withed to 
fubje& him and his powers to my pleature. God was conftantly 
doing ‘me good, my ingratitude notwithftanding, yet 1 ingta- 
tittule remained, and I was even difpleafed that he did not “do more. 
My reafon taugit me that God might juftly banith fuch a crea- 
ture from all good, and yet my heart was angry that he did not 
immediately confer on me the greateft. God certainly knew all 
things, and yet I endeavoured to impofe on him by my falfe pro- 
feffions ot refpect. While I profefted to worthip him I was but 
indulging a fupreme refpect for myfelf. 

Such refleGtions as thefe lcd me to watch more carefully than 
ever, and to examme my thonghts in prayer, and to weigh my 
words, with a view to avoid ali duplicity. This praCtice foon re- 
duced the number of my petitions very much. I found | could 
afk for but few things in finceity: and when I came to examine 
my defires of thefe, if found they bore no friendly afpect on God ; 
and, befides, they eften appeared, upon examination, to involve 
foine foolith and fin! ful charge againft God, that he dealt hardly, 
or, in other words, oppreflively, cruelly, and unreafonably with 
ine. A baye glance’ of this meaning of my heart would fome- 
times fill me with terror, and make me turn away from the dif- 
trefling, the frightful thought. J could not endure to look fteadi- 
ly into my own heart, while I faw in it a fpirit which mutt be 
highly offenfive to God, and dangerous to myfelf. 

“When I began my courie of prayer, | was careful to ufe fuch 
wi ors, attitudes, and geftures, as would mott forcibly exprefs 2 
lively { enfe of u nV reimed condition, and the moft earneft de fires, 

that God would celiver m e,, for his own glory, for his name "s fake, 
for his mercies fake, and for Carifi ’s fake. Such attempis gave 
dpring tO my Sarité, life to my imagination, wings tomy fancy, 

and fervour to my cevetion. <A review of the'e prayers gate me 
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pl afure ; for I felt them to he good prayers, and jt feemed im. 
ible ‘he God thould not liften with pity, to expreffions of fq 
a Fection—of fo much refpeét for himfelf, and of fo much 
ependance on him. But when I came to refiect on the natura} 
etfekis of duph: ‘ ity detrefed. and of pretended refpect, I found my- 
felf conftrained to lay afide thefe affected expreffions, both in 
words and appearance. I fet myfelf firft to examine the reality of 
my def; res, afd 1 the reafons which induced them. After this the 
number was reduced; and the reafons from which they arofe, as 
they ” centered in fome inferior good, and not in Gud 2nd his 
br icdom, feemed caleul lated to offend rather than conciliate the 
Lord. “Thi contideration gave my prayers che air of poverty 
and contemptible meannels. I would fometimes form a fudden 
and earneft with which at firft view appeared, if not virtuous, at 
ke aft innocent; and ftrong we rds lay ready on my tonguc to ex- 
prefs it; yet a mom ent’s reflection would difcover fomething 
wrong, and prevent the exprefhion. 
In this view, my prayers, inftead of ftrengtheninz any thing i in 
me like he pe, as they had done heretofore, now aéted as a difcous 
*ragement. “They feemed better fitted to fruftrate than to promoie 
my defign. “In this way I found, from time to time, fewer things 
to pray for, and fewer reafons to inforce my prayers. Attentiog 
to this circumftance led me toa ftill more mtimate acquaintance 
with the fountain of iniquity in my heart—the perverfenefs of my 
nature. A clearer fight of this, excited ftill more lively apprehen- 
fons of the wrath of God, and of the dreadful confequences, 
fhould he wit ahhotd hismercy from me. Then the thought, that 
the firft effeét of his mercy, and the only pledge of its continu- 
ance, was adifcovery of Chrift—that this could not be expected 
withont fervent prayer—thar I could not pray in an acceptable 
manner— and that my prayers daily affumed the appearance of 
being more felfith, lefs fincere, and more offentive to God, threw 
me into a fate of greater horror than can be conceived, much leis 
‘xpreffed. Hell feemed to be juft before me ; nothing coukl fave 
ine bur a difcovery of Chirft; I could do nothing to procure this 
diftovery. So far from this, that whatever | did, or could do, 
tended to provoke the only being who could beftow it. This dif- 
traed, tormented ftate of mind lafted feveral days. continued 
however to go, as ufual, to my booth, and endeavoured, with all 
my power, to find fome honeft defire, that I might fread before 
God ; Sientliee ies | made fomething like a broken, fhort prayer; 
but fometimes could find nothing at all to fay, and returned with- 
out having uttered a word: yet I alw ays looked round and liften- 
ed, that, if pofhible, 1 might obtain ‘the precious revelauon of 
Chrift, but 1 looked and hiftened in vain. In the fame ftate of 
mind, at my place of retirement, after having in vain endeay oured 
to 
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to find fome one defire in my heart which might be offered to an 
holy God in prayer, I began one day to look and liften with my 
ufual folicitude, when, in an inftant, I {gemed to perceive, in the 
attitude, motion, and form of the trees and their leaves, and in 
every other fenfible objeé&t, the operation ot fome invilible agens, 
whole works, im thefe things, feemed to be moft exquitlitely iar- 
monious and beautiful. Although I could not fee the agent him- 
felf, 1 faw, in every thing before me, the conitant operations of 
his power and ‘kill, in the conftantly fuceeeding effects which he 
produced, I felt that the continuance of my own exiftence was 
one of thefe effects, and that my being {till continued in a {tate of 
probation, was as vifible an efiect of his fovereign mercy. . So 
pleafing, fo ravifhing was this profpect,. that it would draw away 
my attention from my danger; and in fpite of my atiempts to re- 
vive my fenfe of. danger, 5 could not but be tranquil, compofed, 
and even happy. It feemed-as if every thing in the world had a 
wilecaufe, anda faithful guardian. longed for others to thare 
with me this ravithing proipe&t, and felt as af the power operating 
around and within me could give them to enjoy u« Then my 
heart burft forth in, ‘‘ O Lord God make all my fellow men to 
behold this glory!” This was a prayer | could make without any 
mifgivings of heart or confcienee. Pretently the thought ftruck 
me, that this fcene of things might be preparatory to the difplay of 
Chrift before me, and I again looked, but in vain, all around, 
in hope of feeing him. My views continued the fame in kind, 
though variable in degree, bor almoft three years; during which 
time I continued to progrefs in my reading, ~! indulged no hope 
that I was born of God,/for I had never feen Chiift. I read and 
ftudied my Bible with great attention, ull, at length, I became fa- 
tished, that my former notion of feeing Chrift was a delufion, and 
was perfuaded that | had already experienced that change which 
tie fcriptures denominate the new birth, at the time when I had 
the firft pieafing view of an invilible agency ia the works of God. 
I found a furprifing change of defires. I fometimes forgot myfeif, 
fo much was | concerned for others, that they might fee the 
things which | faw. Since then, I have found much to fay to 
God in prayer; and although Iam exceeding finful, I {till loye to 
plead with God, that he will fanétify ue dwoughout, in foul, ia 
ipirit, and in body. 
T. 5. 





WHETHER GOD BE GOOD? 
‘HIS is a queftion of the greateft magnitude. On its folu- 


tion depend all the primary obligations of religion, the pro- 
priety of every act of worthip, and the comfort of all age 
minds. 
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minds. If the affirmative be admitted, the abfolute perfection of 


Gol’s moral government will follow, and an adequate reafon ever 
exilt, for the entire fatisfaction and fubs{tantial repofe of every 
friendly being. If this be difproved, or, if the negative be true, 
then, as every evil agent, out of the evil treafures of his heart, 
bringeth forth evil thmgs, we may be certain-that the plan of cre. 
ated. "exiftence is abadone; that evil is the ultimate end of all that 
we fee, hear, feel, and kno w,; and that as every fubordinate event 
mult be of a fumilar complexion with the end to which it is fab- 
fervient, there is, upon the whole, nothing right, but every thing 
is wrong; and wrong too, not upon a limited and itinted feale, but 
upon a plan proportioned to the immeaturable capacities of the di- 
wne mind. Such is the hideous confequence which will follow 
the fuppofition, that God is not good. For,,if God be good at allf 
he muft be fo predominantly. Predominant eoodnels m an in- 
finitely intelligent and unchangeable mind, mutt detignate its parti- 
cular and uniform end, whic h will be congenial to itfelf, and fo 
vice verfa. Nay, it God be good ot bad at all, he muft be fo per- 
fectly or infinitely. Becaufe, whatever he is,the is neceffarily ;° and 
to fuppofe two fuch oppolite things as gooduefs and badnefs, be 
sr a and malevolence, neceffarily exiting ih an eternal mind, 
ite nature muft be perfect funiplicity, is as abfurd, i in my appre- 
i nfion, as to fuppofe exiftence an] non-exiftence equally necef- 
tary. If any philofophers or ftudious divines can difcover diffi- 
culties about this fubject ; if they can me reafon to queftion this 
hrit axiom in morals, that God is good, yet I fecl happy in the 
belief, that their number is exceedingly fmall, aad that they really 
have no great queftion of its truth in their own minds. | confi- 
der, with pleature, that this foundation ftone of all virtue and teli- 
licity, has gained the cheerful fuffrage of almoft the whole body of 
mankind ; the moft vicious, thofe whofe governing wifh it has 
been, that God were altogether fuch an one as themielves, not ex- 
cepted. The ‘Jupiter optima maximus of the heathen world, 
though reprefented by poets, as addicted to paffionate indulgen- 
cies extremely degrading, vet, on the whole, was ineant to be holden 
up to view as a morally refpectable being. And the Great Spirit 
the Indians of America, though his wrath’ is human, and he 
siced to be appeafed by fanguinary expiations, is yet fuppofed to 
be prevailingly good. A verdict, which is fo uaiverfal, fo readily: 
given, not extorted by the labour of philofephic demonitration, I 
cannotbat believe is the refult of {trong evidence, which is prefent to 
every one’s objervation. Men do not conceive, and, to fay the leaft, 
itis extremely difficult to admit the idea for a moment, that a fy ftem 
of created exiftence, on the whole fo exquifitely nice, re sular, and 
trir, in which even a guilty clafs of bemgs are the fubjects of to 
much enjoyment, that very few indeed prefer death to life; m 
whicla 
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which neatiy all fhadder at the former, and cling with eager fond- 
nefs to the latter, thould be the effe& of the deliberate, unpro- 
vokeu fiat of a malignant being.. However, I did not take up my 
pen with‘a defign to profécate the argument. | with to urge its 
importarict, and contribute a mite to its difeufion. We ought 
riot to believe merely, but as philofophers and rational beings; to 
believe on the folid batis of evidence. I have attended, with fome 
degree of pleafure, to feveral pieces which have appeared fuccef- 
fively in the Theological Magazine on this fubjeCt, apparently 
written by different hands. I thank the gentlemen for the inge- 
nitity of their’ remarks ; .but, in my apprehenfion, the controverfy 
is not yet brought to a profitable iffue. We will wait, hoping, 
that as it is m good hands, 4t will be thoroughly fifted. THe 
writers of thefé pieces appear to agree fully, thar God is an infi- 
tiitely good bein, but difagree refpecting the evidence whiclr fup- 
ports it. - On the one fide it is contended, that the light of ‘nature 
furnifhes no proof that God is good, but that we are indebted for 
dil evidence of this point to divine revelation. - Hence it is faid in 
a ¢Grollary, ‘* as intidels cannot on their principles prove the good- 
nels, or even: the juftice ot God, fo they have no foundation to 
expect happinefs in the future fate.” But to me it appears, that 
if there be not indubitable evidence of the perfe& moral chara@ter 
of God from the light of wature, there can be no fuch evidence at 
all; and therefore, that on this fuppofition, we muft give up this 
idea, and with-it the whole fyftem of religion, natural and reveal- 
ed. I queftion not but thar divine revelation greatly affifts the 
mind in collecting this great truth, as a tutor, by inftruction, faci- 
Ktates ro his pupil the inveftigation and comprehenfion of a mathe- 
matical problem, which would othetwife be inveftigated with 
more difficulty if mveftigated at.all. But the evidence doth not lie 
sn this auxiliary mftruétion. There are but two ways ‘in which 
the character of any being can be known. ‘The one is-by what 
he dothy and the other by what he faith, or actions and words. 
And itis a vulgar aphorifm, that the former fpeak louder thati the 
latter. Divine revelation, fuppofing it to exift, is what God /aith. 
Bur if antecedétit to his declaration, there be no evidence that he is 
wood, he may be bad, wicked, deceitful, difpofed to ettrap and ranta - 
ize his creatures ; therefore his declaration may be tue or falfe, 
and which of thé two we can never décide. Did eVer a court of juf- 
tice rely on the teftimony of a witnels of whofe veracity they 
had not fome other evidence than the teftimony itfelf? If there be 
as much antecedent reafon to conclude, that the man, ip 
Jifpofition of his heart, ‘will be juft'as likely to {peak falthood as 
truth ; or if there be’ no more evidence of the one than of the 
other, the mind muft hag in a flate of equilibrium. If the man 
affert ever fo roundly; cr repeatedly, or plaufibly, or in ever fo pla- 
Vol. I. No. 5. | cid 
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cid avtone, itrwill not alter the cafe; for thismay be the mere ef- 
feét of dexterity and craft. A writer on that fide of the gueftion, 
under the fignature of O. in No. 3. vol. u. attempts to thew how 
divine revelation furntthes evidence: of the grote sof God. But 
it appears to me that he talks plaufibly only, but does not prove. 
Act firft fetting out, he fays, ‘ itis agreed; that unlefs we previ- 
oufly know the moral perteétions of God, we, know not wher 
we read the fcriptures, that he fpeaks the truth, and therefore thar, 
he has drawn a true character of himfelf in, the fcriptures. This 
conceffion is a giving ap of the main point in hand, or I do not un., 
derftand it. By knowing the moral perfections of God, mult we 
not underftand knowing on the ground of evidence that they are? 
And if this be previoufly known, certainly we are not indebted to 
the fcriptures for that knowledge. Yet the writer proceeds onthe 
ground which He had taken, and endeavours to draw from the 
{criptures the proof which he wants. To follow his reafoning, and 
detect its fallacy in its feveral fteps would lead me too far. His 


own conceffion, it appears to me, overturns it all. Suppofe thatthe — 


faw and gofpel, the moral and hiftorical things taughe in the ferip- 
tures, are of a holy and virtuous complexion.. Whatthen? Did 
never a wicked deceiver talk in the fmooth and infinuating language 
of vittue ? This writer, after all, feems to take it for granted, that 
the teftimony borne by God in his word is true. Let not this be 
taken for granted. Let this be proved on the ground of a total an- 
tecedent uncertainty, that God is a being of truth; then I wilt 
be a convert to his fyftem; them I fhall annex anew article to 
my creed, viz. that the declaration of an intelligent being is to be 
indubitably relied on, though there be no antecedent sae to be- 
lieve, that he will fpeak the truth rather than falfhood. Then 
too,, Erit mili magnus Apollo.” Prefident Edwards fays, in 2 
volume lately wc, ba’ to the public view. Mifcellaneous Obf. 
page 429. “ The invifible things of God are feen by the things 
that are ae ape word of an oa is no demonftration of 7 
fuperior diftingutthing. glory of the fupreme God, any otherwi 
then by the works of Crod, and that two ways. , 1ft. hs we muft 
haye the perfections firlt proved by his este. m order to know 
that his word is to be depended on, 2d. As the works of God 
appealed to, and declared inthe word of God, declare and make 
évident thitdivine greatnefs and glory which the word of Godde- 
clares, There is a difference between declaration and evidence: 
The word declares, and the works are a proper evidence of what 
is declared.”’ 

On the other fade it is contended, as I think moft clearly it ough 
to be, that the proof of this great point is to be drawn from the 
light of mature. And it is contended rightly, that the feriptutes 
theinfelves make this appeal. Yet I am not perfectly fatistied “ 
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the manner in which this evidence is attempted to be made out. 
One writer has abandoned this ground, and had recourfe to an ar- 
ument, @ priort, which, like all others of this natpre, drawn b 
larke, Price, and Prieftley, is moft evidently fallacious. He 
pleads, that the good-will which the Deity has to himfelf cannot 
but be virtuous, becaufe it cannot exceed the greatnefs or merit 
of its objest. If by good-will be meant benevolent affection, it 
fhould be semembered, that this is the very gueftion, whether fuch 
affection actuates the divine mind? If by good-will be meant 
complacency, it fhould be remembered, that the great queftion is, 
whether God be a proper object of complacency? If by good- 
will be meant felfith affe€tion, it cannot byt be rementbered, that 
this, {uppofing it to exift, (which, however, by the way, be it de- 
fined in this way or the other isnot proved) will not make him vir- 
tuous. This writer feems to overlook the nature of affection in 
his attention to its object. The obje€tions brought againft his 
fcheme ‘by his firft anfwerer, it appears to me he has not obviated. 
And that thofe produced by his fecond, in the roth number, will be 
removed, I think is a matter of total defperation. 

This is a queftion not heretofore. nicely agitated; and it will 
not be ftrange if it be defe&tively difcuffed. To bring the evidence 
fairly out to view, fo as to furnifh a clear philofophic roof, re- 
-quires a careful illucidation, to which the writer of thefe remarks 
is perhaps not equal, at leaft to which his prefent-defign does not 
reach. He takes liberty only to requeft, that the fubjeét may be 
more nicely examined, and.more copiguily difcuffed. re 


x 











A frort Letter received not long fince by a Minifter, from a 
Jriendly Chriftian Parifhioner. 
Rev. anp Dear Sir, 


yy OBSERVED, that in the courfe of the exercifes of the laft 

Sabbath, you -expreffed great defpondency and difcourage- 
ment, under the view of the very little apparent fuccefs which at- 
tends your miniftry. Let me befeech you not to give up your- 
felf to the influence of fuch defponding views. You have every 
yeafon to buckle on the harnefs with new vigour, and to perfe- 
vere in the good work to which you are called. ‘Think of the 
immenifely beneficial effeéts which have followed our Lord’s fer- 
mon on the mount, while we have ne account that a fingle per- 
fon was:converted by it at its delivery. Think of the vaft difpa- 
rity, after all, between the moral ftate of your parifh and that of 
the inhabitants of Otaheite, which is certainly not the effect of 
Civilization, but of evangelization, and be affured, that you con- 


fantly contribute to the fpiritval comfort of at leaft one if 
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REMARKABLE EXHIBITIONS OF HUMAN DEPRAVITY, 





To the Epitor of the THEOLOGICAL MaGazine, 
SiR, 


I fend you enclofed, a narrative of fome remarkable exhibitions 
of human depravity, hopefully fubdued by fovereign grace} 
The narrative, 1 at firfi had from the fubjed himfelf of the 
experiencies, who was then a neighbour of mine; but after- 
ward, having removed with his family to a diftant part of 
the country, I received fome additional particulars, in‘a let 
ter from his wife. 

When I mentioned to Mr. F --* at a late interview, 
my defire of fending it to you, for publication, he modeftly 
replied, that he had no objeétion, if tt were thought advife. 
able, and might be a means, in providence, of exhibiting the 
plague of the human heart, and the riches of divine grate, 
en its renovation. ; ' 

That this event may follow, if it be thought worthy a place 
in the Theological Magazine, is the devout-wifh of, , 

Sir, your friend and humble fervant, 





P. 
Connecticut, July 4, 1797- N 


ee 


\ 





« WB HAD felt,” faid Mr. J . * for a confiderable time be- 
fore my awakening, an obftinate and increafing hatred to 
Gop, and all appearances of religion. i was violently oppofed to 
all the common means of grace, and more efpecially to any pée- 
culiar exertions for its promotion. 
‘«¢ Attempts had been frequently made, by the people of our fo 
ciety, for the fettlement of a gofpel minifter. ‘Thefe attempts, in 
proportion as | faw the appearances of religion in the candidates, 
I oppofed. Among others Mr. H***n was invited to a fettle- 
ment with us. I verily thought him a man of {trict piety, and I 
hated him for it. His public and private difcourfes, whenever I 

heard them, ferved only to embitter me the more againft him. 
“There was alfo, about that time among the youth, an un- 
common attention to religion. Conferences were fre uently ap- 
pointed in my neighbourhood. Upon fome of ‘hin? attended, 
but with a view to ridicule the awakened, ayd oppofe the work. 
Several of the youth | faw deeply impreffed, which excited fuch 
contempt and malice in my heart, as to render it difficult for me 
te reftrain the moft open and unmannerly revilings. Po 
‘c n 


_* Ithink it advifable that the name of the perfon, as he is ftill 
living, and in the vale of private life, fhould not be expreffed. 
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‘* And what had long and greatly embittered , my feelings at this 
tune was, the zealous and determined attachinent of Mrs. f 
to the caufe and iatereit of Chrift. She had, for years, been a 
profeffor of religion, and waiked agreeably to her profeffion. 
his had always.been a grief to me; but now i became inioler- 
ables Her zeal for God and religion had increafed—the gave 
herfelf much to prayer and divine .exercites—withed to attend on 
conferences, and all other means of grace. On the contrary, I 
forbade it—fought all opportunities to quarrel with her on the 
fubject—and was determined, if fhe was refolved to hold faft her 
integrity, to make ‘ her life bitter, by reafon of hard. bondage.’ 
So hardened was I, indeed, as defignedly to interrupt and dijturb he: 
fe¢ret devotions; and, on one occafion, to follow her for this pur- 
pofe, (when being difiuybed at home) the had retired into the fields 
to perform them. . 

“ Ac length, difcouraged in may attempts, and finding that fhe 
was fully refulved to obey God rather than mian—tl 





hat the would 
neither forfake religion, nor her religious connections, I refolved 
to break my thackles, by abfconding to a diftant part of the coun- 
try. 
‘“¢ The time and manner of executing this purpofe was fixed— 
it came—lI had fome difficulty, from remaining conjugal and pa- 
ternal affections, to put it in practice; but was refolved to do it. 

‘* It was on the morning of a Sabbath. Mrs. J had dref. 
fed for public worthip, and was on the point of fetting dut. No 
intimation had been given her of my purpofe; and I faw her face, 
as [ expefted, for the laft time.—My foul was agitated at the 
thought—Outward marks of agitation appeared on- my counte- 
nance—She faw them, and inquired the reafon. 

‘** Thus the writes: ‘ On that morning an uncommon gloom 
fat upon his countenance. I felt diftreffed for him, and foughe 
where | might pour out my foul to God on his behalf. For this 
purpofe, I walked into the ficld—had been there a few minutes, 
when he came and called me in. He afked me, if 1 had prayed 
that morning: I anfwered, yes. He then afked me, if {would 
pray with him. I was greatly turprifed at the requeft ; yet a beam 
of hope, in divine mercy, induced me to anfwer, that | would. Af- 
ter | had prayed with him, I afked him if 1 fhould flay at home 
that day; he anfwered, no.—I accordingly fet out tor public wor- 
fhip, and he bid me a formal farewell! | agai topped and told 
him | woukl fay at home if he defired in: he again replied, that 
he did not. 1 then left him with a heavy heart. I often fopped 
and thought of returning. My greateft fears were that he would 
put an endto his life. J felr as af L was prepared for every other 
tral. | grieted my heart with the thought, that he was 1 the 
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hands of a merciful Gop, and prayed moft earneftly that he would 
keep him from that w orft of evils. 

** In the mean time,” continued Mr. J , ** T was preparing 
for my departure. My i intention was to go to N H*¥**p, 
and fail from thence to fome diftant port. I fat out about the mid- 
die of the forenoon, and had walked fome diftance, when an oc- 
currence took place, which necd not here be mentioned, though it 

etfecteld a hindrance of proceeding at that time. 1 accordingly 
etutned, and refolved to ramble acrofs the fields, and be ready for 
jin attendance on the public exercifes of the afternoon. I arrived 
at the meeting-houfe juft as the morning exercifes were clofed. 
Seeinz Mis a walking with one of her chriftian friends, in fweet 
converfation upon the things of religion, my malice again rofe; 
and | refolved to follow ther im, and difturb their pleafure, which i 
- 1, by immediately j joining their company, and continuing through 
the whole intermifhion, a current of worldly converfation. 

‘ Nothing fpecial occurred at pubiic worfhip. At nightT 
went home, refolved, as ufual, to quarrel, if poffible, with Mrs. 
j upon religion: But my thoughts, | know not why, took 
a different turn. 1 was affeéted with a fenfe of my mifcondua. 
Keligi on, [ thought, might bea reality; and there appeared to me, 
for the firft time, to be fomet hing amiable and excellent in it. 
But [ could not look upon thefe excellencies as mine. I could not 
believe Gop to be my friend—he was to me a confuming frre. I 
felt my ex pofednefs to his wrath—my confcience was a {wift wit- 
nefs acain{t me—ic fhewed me the plague of my own heart, and 
feemed to fet all the terrors of the divine lawin battle array againft 
me. Such was my fenfe of guilt, that | had fearcely an hope of 
mercy. 1 dared not even afk it for myfelf. My conftant defire 
was, however, that Mrs. J fhould pray for me, and, in this 
{he was w lling to gratify me at any time I defired. 

“ I refted but little that night, rofe feveral times to real the Bi- 
ble, walked about the houfe in great diftrefs of foul, and as foon ag 
the day appeared, tried again to unite with Mrs. In prayer, 

“© On Monday, and feveral of the following days, | undertook 
fome bufinefs, but was unable to perform it; my ‘horror of con- 
{cience—my fenfe of divine wrath—my fears that the day of God's 
grace toward me was over, almoft wholly deprived'me of bodi ily 
ftrength.”” 

« On Fi iday Mr. H***n, who was then preaching in the fo-~ 

ciety, came to vifit us. On fight of him my former prejudices 
sete nearly to their ufual pitch—my convictions were banifh- 
ed—my fears of hell were lulled afleep. 

“ On Saturday I went to work, thoughtlefs and unconcerned 
as ufual. Mrs. remonftrated at my conduct. She intreated 




















mie, if | had any fenfe of the worth of my foul, not to remit my ex- 
ertions 

















Remarkable Exhiditions of Human Depravity.. 375 


ertions—not to liften to the tempter, and grieve away the fpirit of 
God. But ali was in yain—I was fixed in my purpofe, and de- 
clared to her, that 1 had no delire for religi-n. . She was grieved 
at. my words and conduct, and, as ufual, foughe relief at the Bible 
and throne of grace. an 
“ In the mean time, my labours in the field were fhort and dif- 
turbed. God ihewed her, in anfwer to her, prayers, that he ‘had, 
not wholly catt me off, nor forgotten to be gracious, , His {piric , 
again returned, and by its awakening influences on mv heart, gaye. 
me a inore affecting fenfe of my guilt and mifery than I had ever, 
before experienced. My diftrefs ieemed to be intolerable; and [. 
returned home fcarcely knowing what I faid)or did. mea 
“« Mrs. J writes; ‘ When he returned, fuch exprefhons as 
thefe feemed to be continually in his moutlr:. ‘ Has the Lord 
caft off forever? Will.he be favourable no. more? Hath. he, 
in anger {hut up his tender.mercy, &c.?’ She adds,,* I felt.shis 
day an uncommon fpirit of prayer for him, ,andrwas encouraged to 
lift up,;my heart. to Con, for him, many times in the day.. . Lhis 
petition was often in my heart: ‘ Open his eyes, Lord, that he. 
may fee, and I befeech thee ,fhew him thy falvation.’ Lelifeuyn ct 
“‘ Ic feemed, indeed, that I had faith to believe, that Gop,, ia 
infinite mercy, would yet ‘ make all his goodnets to pafs before 
him.’ The hope and belief of wiich I had dared to indulge, 
and even mention to an intimate rend a Jong tune before it took 
place. Although he was nearly foft tothe'meats of grace; would 
neither pray nor read, ner meditate epon. divine: things, ‘yet 
encouraged in the hope by the expoftulations of Gop, * 
hand fhortened that it cannot fave? _Is-my ear heay y thatit cannot 
hear? Not for your fakes do I this, but for my great naine’s fake." 
Then again my hopes were almoft wholly blafted with the though; 
that’ God ever treats mankind as free agents, and’ Mr. J—— has 
no'defre to be a chriftian.. Bur by his grace, God taught me; 
‘-Dhe-haughtinels. of. man thall-be brought down, the lofunefs: of 
eu be broughtlow, and the Lord alone fhall be. exalted in 
vat day.” OS et ey 
To return ; the next day, being the Sabbath, ‘ I went,” faid 
Mr. J , ‘* with new views, to the houfe of God. Mr. H***n 
preached from Pialm cii. #6." * Whehi the “Lord  thall. beld' up 
Zion she fhall appear in his glory.’ His object was to defcribe 
the latter glory-of the church. I returatdshome deeply alleGted 
by what I heard, I attempted to read, but was unable-—te pray; 
but had not power of utterance, _At length, however, after fomne 
tender inftructions from Mrs. J——, and while the was, once 
More, attempting an addrefs'fo the throne’ of grace, for my falva- 
tion, God was pleafed, in infinite mercy, unlefs'] am greatly de: 
ceived; ‘ to take a ffony heurt out of my ficil, and to give 5 Qn 
eart 
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heart of fle/h.’ \, at once, feemed to enjoy new views of the di- 
vine character. My emnity and oppofition to the law and g¢ 
vernment of Gos feemed to be entirely fubdued: 1 was williay to 
lie at the foorftool of fovereign grace; to religa myfelf entirely 
mo die hands of Gop, and to be wholly at the “di ifpofal of his ut- 
erring will. A tranfcenlanc luftre feemed «to fhine forth in all 
Goll’s dealings; his attributes appeared beautifully portrayed, evel 
on'the vifible creation. 1 wondefed at my former blindnefs, in- 


gratitude and rebellion’; Bur mot ot all was my altonifhment ex 


cited at the forbearance aud diftinguithing mercy of God toward 
me. 

‘* T could afcribe all to the riches of divine grace in Chrift; ‘and 
efteen it ‘ a faithful faying and worthy of zil acceptation, thar 
Jefus Chriff came fato the world to fave finners, of whom I am 

chief? Even fo Lord, for fot feemed good in thy fight.’ 

Such, I fully believe, were the difplays of divine grace, upon 
the Heart of Mr. J.’ He wears at this time, as is commén for 
young chriftians, fome marks of enthutiafm; nor is he without 
fume doubts and fears of a deception: yet on the whe le, itis "his 
bumble belief, and his aequaintance will very generally acknow- 
ledge, that. fo far as maw can judge, he is bot'n of Gon; and 


knoweth Gob. 
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PHAT the ‘fourfdation of moral obligation is, hath 
been a2 queftion hot a little agitated amongft writers 
on ethicks. ¥ think it hath.more generally been refolved 
into the fitme/s of things. If it.be inquired, why .am.J to 
love God, or why amt to love my neighbour, and) why 
am. | obliged to (peak the truth, or difcharge any of the 
duties: of| morality? it hath been thought a fufficiérit’ an~ 
{wer; fach a temper and conduc is in its own nature’, 
and therefore obligatory, This is conceived to be the 
ultimate refolution of the queftion—T he laft reafon that 
cant be given on the, point—It is abfurd to. purtue our 
inquiry any further.—+Virtue or holinefs is in s0felfa final 
good—It has in itfelf an independent excellencv-+is to 
be efteemed for what it is in itfelf, without feferencé to 
any further object, and therefore no other reafon can be 
affigned why it is eligible... We ought to love holinefs 
for .holinefs’ fake. 
lm this manner very’ eminent authors have w ritten. 


But 
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But it is queftionable, whether this view of the fubject 
be founded in the ftricteft propriety. “May not the quef- 
tion be ftill purfued? May it not be afked, why is virtue 
to be chofen? Is it fufficient to fay, it is in itfelf an 
ultimate good, and no other reafon can be afligned, why 
we muft embrace it. To me this anfwer is not fatisfac- 
tory. You will aflt then why is moral good to be pur- 
fued? I anfwer becaufe it tends to natural good. Why 
ought I to love and practife moral virtue? Not becaufe of 
its immediate fitnefs without any reference to a confequen- 
tial benefit; but becaufe it is a mean conducive to pro- 
mote happinefs. or the public good. The reafon why any 
kind of vice is blameworthy, is becaufe it tends to mifery ; 
and the only reafon why any kind of virtue is excellent, 
is becaufe it tends to promote felicity in the fyftem: Afide 
from thefe tendencies, neither virtue nor vice would have 
any, moral quality belonging to them. If it be afked; 
why am, bound not to lic? The anfwer is, lying. is a 

ublic i injury. —If it did no injury it would do no harm, 
and if it did rio harm, it would be a harmlefs thing, and 
if a harmlefs thing, it would be an innocent thing, con- 
fequently no fin. If it frould be faid, this reafoning would 
tend to countenance lying when it can be done without any 
injury. But this is a fuppofition inconfiftent with fact. 
Lying is neceflarily a public injury, therefore criminal. 
if it be afked-a igain, why am I bound to love my neigh- 
bour? ‘The an Note is, becaufe it tends to his good. By 
this means his welfare is fecured and promoted... In the 
pofieifion of this difpofition, the hearts of all would be 
fo united, as that the general intereft would be the object 
of pr urhaits This would tend to promote the good of the 
whole—the common felicity: So that general happinefs 
is the reafon why virtue ts ‘eligible ; it derives its whole 
excelleticy from this confideration, and has no excellency 
in it.afide from this tendency. 

if it fhould be objected, according to this reafonirig it 
is no virtue to love God, becaufe we cannot add any thing 
to his happinets. To this it may be replied, Sirf, that 
love to a being may confift not only in feeking to pro- 
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mote his happinefs, but in rejoicing in that happinefs which 
he poffefleth. And if creatures cannot add any thing to 
the eflential bleflednefs of God, yet they may rejoice in his 
mdependent happinefs and glory: And in this difpofition 
God is well pleafed, becaufe it has a friendly afpect on the 
sood of being in general. And if he be pleafed with it, 
his happinefs in a meafure confifts in it. Secondly, love 
to God, from a confideration of its tendency to general 
good is praifeworthy, becaufe it proceeds from a prin- 
ciple which is not only friendly to the divine felicity, but 
to the good of creatures capable of happinefs. For love 
to God, from a principle of general benevolence, will lead 
to feek the good of creatures who can be the fubjects of 
enjoyment; and, therefore, that virtue derives its whole 
excellency from its tendency to promote general happinefs, 
is no fold objection againft God’s being a proper obje& 
of love from his creatures. 

On the whole, natural good is in itfelf an ultimate good. 
There is in it an immediate excellence or worth. If it 
fhould be afked, why ought happinefs to be chofen? the 
queftion would be prepofterous; becaufe happinels 1s not 
a fubordinate, but a final good. It is not chofen asa 
means to fome further end in view, but for its own fake. 
If in contradiction to what hath been faid, it fhould be 
urged, that on the principle which hath been adopted, as 
men, in whatever they do, feek pleafure, they never can 
do wrong. Men in the indulgence of their lufts, and 
carnal inclinations, and the moft profligate finners, are feek- 
ing after h@ppinefs; and if the only-reafon why virtue ts 
commendable, is becaufe of its tendency to natural good, 
why are not fuch to be juftified? The anfwer is obvious. 
Firjt. Such do not take fucha courfe as tends to their own 
greateft perfonal good. There are many pleafures which are 
inconfiftent with, and fubverfive of, the greateft good of 
the individual who purfues them. The courfe which he 
takes tends to his own particular mifery ; notwithftanding 
he may enjoy fome inferior pleafures, he, on the whole, 
hurts his own intereft. Such fenfual pleafures are deftruc- 
tive of bis grecte? happinefs. They are inftances of im- 

prudence, 
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prudence, and therefore finful. But, Second/y, his fault 
moft effentially confifts in his feeking his own private hap- 
pinefs, without any regard to the good of others, and really 
in a way that is defruddive of the general good: and this 
is what moft effentially renders his temper and conduc 
criminal. Men are naturally felfith, and feek their own 
perfonal ‘good without any regard to the good of the fyf- 
tem. They are abforbed in their own felfith feelings. The 
good of others is not an object of their affection. 

Happinefs in the abftract is a real good, whether I my- 
felf be the fubject of it or others; and for whatit is in itfelf 
it ought to be chofen. Now, let this difpofition reign in 
aperfon, by virtue of which his whole heart is fwallowed 
up in the good of the fyftem; in that cafe the glory and 
felicity of God would be rejoiced in, the profperity of his 
kingdom fought, and the welfare of all around purfued. 
What more exalted ideas of virtue can we have than this? 
Yet, in this view, virtue derives its whole excellency from 
its tendency to promote happinefs, or the general welfare, 
and has no worth in tt only in relation to this end. Have 
we not reafon, therefore, to conclude, that the reafon why 
virtue is eligible, is becaufe it conduces to natural good, 
and not becaufe it hath any fitnefs or beauty .n itfelf inde- 
pendently of its relation to general utility. 





— eset POLS 


The Univerfalijt’s Argument drawn from the Benevolence of 
Deity expofed. 

4 in univerfalift will attempt to prove the falvation 

of all mankind from exprefs paflages of {crip- 
ture. But when he finds himfelf crowded by the whole 
current of infpiration, he generally takes refuge in the 
benevolence of Deity, as his ftrong he'd. He argues, 
that the goodnefs or benevolence of God will not admit 
of eternal punifhment being infliéted upon finners. He 
fays God would be fevere and cruel to fend men to bell. 
He is afxed, if the law of God does not fentence tran{- 
greflors to an eternal hell? He replies, yes: but God is 


too good to punith according to the ftri¢tnefs and sieg' 
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of the law, therefore a Saviouris provided. Does the law 
threaten eternal punifhment? It 1s granted that it does; 
For Chrift delivers from eternal punifhment, and it is 
plain that he delivers from nothing but the curfe of the 
law. If it is granted that Chriit delivers from eternal 
punifhme nt, and alfo that he delivers trom nothing but 
the curfe of the law, then it clearly follows, that the curfe, 
or which is the fame, the threatening of the law is eternal 
neh nara Now then, let me afk, did God make this 
law? Yes. Then according to the conceffion of the uni- 
erfalift, God has done one cruel, fevere and unlovely 
thing. For if it be contrary to the divine benevolence 
to fend finners to eternal deftruction, it is contrary to bene- 
volence to make a law which fends themthere. Now, if 
God has done one cruel, fevere and unlovely thing, who 
ng ws but that he may do another fuch thing, and fo fend 
finners to hell at lat? How can we build any certain 
argument upon the benevolence of God, when it is granted, 
that he ane not always act upon the benevolent feale? If 
he has done wrong once, who can tell but he will do fo 
again? What fecurity have we under the government af 
fuch a being? 
_——- tele ie 
Journney of Mf-frs. Watt and WINTEREOTTOM, from 
Sierra Leone, to the Foulak Country, Africa. 





{As the Foulah Country, in Africa, has been mentioned by many of 
late, as a fatourable place for eftablithing a MifLon, an Extraé 
concerning that Country, taken from the Sierra Leone Report, 
will, probably, be acceptable to our Readers. ] 


NFORMATION having been brought to the Governor and 
Council of Sierra Leone, by fome natives of the Foulah coun- 
try, that the king of tle Foulahs, a large and powerful nation, to 
the north-eaft of Sierra Leone, had expreffed a defire to form an 
intercourte with the colony, two gentlemen in the Company’s fer- 
vice, offered to make an attempt to penetrate through a large, an d 
as yet unknown, traét of country, to his capital. J hey accord. 
ingly failed to the river Rionunes, which is to the north of Sierra 
Le me, obtained the neceffary interpreters and guides at the town 
of Kocundy, which lies a contiderable way up the ris er, and then 
fet out on foot in a pa ny of about twenty perfons. They mention, 
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the neighbourhood of Kocundy, and in particular to a mulatto 
trader, who was of confiderable ufe to them in their jetting out. 
It appeared, in a (hort time after their leaving the Rionunes, 
ghat a confiderable intercourfe fukiifted between the interior coun- 
try and the wpper parts of the river, for no lefs than tive or fix 
hundred Foulahs were often feen in one day, carrying great loads 
of rice an a ivory on their backs, which they were about to ex- 


change for filr. ‘“Dhe travellers found, as they went forward, a 
nutaber of | verefiive towns; diftant in general iix, eight, or ten 


miles from each other, im whichthev were always moti hot; pitably 
4, 


receive]; the utmolt fatisiaétion, as well as furprife, being exs 
preffed at the appearance of white men, of whom none had ever 
been feen, even at the diftanceof a few days } journey from the 
coaft. After travel ag for fixteen days, throug A a-COLINry bar- 
ren m many parts, but fruittul in others, and remarkably full of 
cattle; and after paffing two or three fimall rivers, one of which 
was faid to einpty ittelf into the river Gambia, they arrived at the 
town of Laby, which is diftant about 2¢o miles, almoft directly 
eaftward, or inland, from that part of the river Rionunes, from 
which they fet out on foot. Here they fpent three or four days, 
being moft cord: uly received by the chief or king of the place, who 
is fubordinate to the king of the Foulahs. Laby is about two 
miles and a half in circumference, and_-is fuppofed to contain not 
leis than five thoufand inhabitants : the ftate of civiliZation is much 
the fame here as in the tarcher part, which will be defcribed fhort- 
ly. From Laby they proceeded to the capital of the Foulah king- 
dom, called T'eembo, which is feventy-two niles farther inland; 
and, having experienced every where the fame hofpitality, they 
arrived there in the courfe of another week. 

During fourteen days, which they. pa ffe ed j in the capital, they 
* id many converfations, through the mediuin of interpreters, both 

‘ith the king, and with a perfon who acts as depury to the king 
iti in his abfence ; and wit) many other principal perfons. It appears 
that the country fubject to the king of the Foulahs, is about 350 
miles in length, from eaft to weft, and about 200 miles m breadth, 
from north to fouth; and that the hing exercifes a very arbitrary 
power, both in relpee to the punifhment of offeaces, and ma ny 
other points; and, in pa shhh that he opens or fhuts up the mar- 
kets and channels of wade juft as he pleafes.. The town of ‘T'cem- 
bo is fu 4 gach to contain about 7000 ithabitanis; and the fuperi- 
© rity of the people of all th efe incerio tT paris, to thafe on ihe coat, 
is creat, in moft branches of civilization. The houfes here, ard 
at Laby, as well as at fome other places, are occafionally fpojen 
of in the journals from which this narrative is taken, as very good. 
The filver ornaments-worn by feme of the chief women, are daid 
glueso £20. There arc people at Laby, and at 
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Teembo, who work in iron, in filver, in wood, and in leather: 
and ther re is a manufacture of narrow cloths. The chief men are 
furni ifthe dw ith books, of which the fubject i is generally either divi- 
nity or teh ; and the art of reading is common over the country, 
there veing {chools, for the infirudtion af children, eftablithed al- 
mot? in every town. ‘Horfes are commonly ufed by the chief peo- 
pie, who are faid to ride out often for their amufement, and a {pe- 
cies of horfe-race, or courfing, occurred; at which the king in- 
vited the two flrangers to attend. The foil is generally fteny 
much of it is pafture * rice 13 cultivated in fome parts, chiefly by 
the labour of the women; the men, a great proportion of whom 
are flaves, carrying away the produce.on their -e. About one 
third of the country is faid to be exceeding fertile; the foil is dry, 
and the climate is thought very good. The sain oo mornings 
were fometimes cold, and the ates *r was once as low as 
St, at half args five in the morning, but it rofe to near go at noon. 
‘The profeffed religion of the country is Mahometanifin, and there 
are many mot {ques ; ; but neither the priefts nor peop le a appear to 
hi 1ve much bigotry in their minds,though they do not fail to obferve 
the Mahometan ceremonies, praying five times a day. The pu- 
nifhments which the king inflicts, are fevere, efpecially in the cafe 
of difrepe&@ fhewa to his own authority; but it appears, that no 
Foulahs are ever fold as flaves, either for debts or crimes; and 
kidnapping feldom occurs, being probably not very practicable in 
the heart of the countr y- The Fantahe, however, mare been ufed, 
till lately, to carry on a very confiderable flave trad © by means of 
their wars; for they go to war av ay for the purpote of getting 
flaves. One of the tenets of their religion, which permits them to 
deftrov all whom they term infidels, (a term which feems to in 
clude all their neiz yhbours,) affording them a fufficient apology 
for every exercife ef this hornble 1 jjufti ce. The fervants of the 
company appear to have loft no opportunity of inveighing againft 
the wickednefs o fi efe wars, and of inculcating the principles 
which govern the “a “eet Company, on the tains. both of 
the king, the ch Lief ‘ordi and other principal perfons, as the fol- 
lowing paflage s, from one of the journals, will fufficiently prove. 
“In the morn ing I had a vilit from the deputy king, who 
<* told me, with a deg yree of opennefs, which fhocked me, that the 
“ fole object of their wars was to procure flaves, as they could 
‘“not obtain the Luropean goods they wanted without flaves ; 
‘and they could not get flaves without fighting for them. 1 
‘mentioned rice, ivory, and cattle; but he anfwered, that th ey 
‘* could not obtain a fufficient fupply of the articles they moft need- 
‘ed, in return for produce: fince the faétories would nog furnifh 
‘‘ them with guns, powder, and cloth, which they confidered as 


‘‘ the chief neceffaries for any thing, except flaves. I told him 
«* that 
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that by following a trade in produce, they might become rich, 
‘ without going to war for flaves, a thing which muft be very of- 
‘ fentive to that God to whom they prayed five timeraday. But 
‘ thefe people on whom we make war, returned he, never pray 
“to God; wedo not go to war with people who give God Al- 
*¢ mighty fervice.”’ 

In an interview with the king himfelf, the foilowing converfa- 
tion occurred. 

« After having ftated the views of the Sierra Léone Company, 
«« T took the liberty of remarking, how wicked it was for one na- 
“tion to deitroy another. If thefe people, faid I, have not fo 
« much knowledge as you have, you fhould endeavour to inftruc 
“them. There were prefent, befides the king, the head prieft, 
« and the chief minifter, and they all fuffered me to proceed with- 
“ out interruption; I was furprifed at their attention; they allac- 
knowledged the truth of what I faid; and the king obferved, that 
if he could get guns and powder, avd every thing elfe he want- 
* ed, for ivory, rice, and cattle, he would foon have done with the 
* flave-trade. I told him, that if once the people of Africa knew 
“the Sierra Leone Company perfectly, I was fure the wars 
** would ceafe, and the nations of Africa would be at peace with 
“ their neighbours. ‘They all faid they believed fo too.” 

The following is the fubftance of a converfation which occurred 
the day after. 

‘* | waited on a head man, who had defired to fee me: T found 
* him writing; but he quickly laid afide his work. I had much 
“ converfation with him, fieular to that which I held with the 
‘* king the night before. He defended, for fome time, their religi- 
** ous wars, but at laft rather yielded, admitting that they muft be 
“‘ difpleating to God; he ftill faid, however, that their book de- 
‘* fired them to make war on every nation who would not do Ged 
“ fervice. I replied, that there might be many good things in their 
“ book, but I was fure that paffage had been put in by the devil. 
** God was fo good and merciful himfelf, that he muft hate every 
‘* one that is fo cruel as deftroy his fellow-creatures. “The head- 
“man did not hefitate to fay, that, if the Foulahs could get the 
“ articles they wanted, without going to war, he would then be- 
“* lieve that going to’ war was offenfive to God; but, faid he, if 
‘“ we cannot get thefe things without going to war for them, God 
“then cannot be angry with us for going to war, efpecially as it 
** is fo mm our book.”’ 

One other circumftance refpecting the flave-trade, more la- 
mentable than any which have been yet mentioned, muft be added 
in this place. The deputy of the king, after ftating, that the 
wars of the Foulahs were undertaken folely for the purpofe ot 
getting flaves, faid alfo, ** that the old men and old women who 
* were 
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were captured in thefe wars, whowere known to be u nfaleable, 
“were put to death. Taele are the words ufed in the journal 
of one of the Company’s fervants.”* The journal of the other 
repreiems the deputy of the king as faying, that the Foulahs cut 
thet * ‘s of u si older captives; and it proceeds to mention, that 
when the cruelty of the practice was inveighed agaimit, he rephed, 
that uw was nct fo cruel as letting the oid peopic ftarve to death ; 
adding alfo, that the nations on which they made war would not 
icruple to do the fame. 

tT ne two travellers appear, botl: by the propriety an: c onliftency 
of their own conduct, and by the public declarations which they 
made of the principles which governed the Sierra Leone Company, 
to have ingratiated ther nielves “much with the n aLIves, and to have 
peculiarly poflefied themfelves of the confidence of the chiet people. 
‘Phe king being afked, whether he thould be willing to encourage 
any European ‘o fertile near him witha view to cultivation, readily 
aniwered, that he would furnith him with land, and cattle, and 

‘n, for the purpofe. Mauch converfation paffed at different 
times, concerning the introduction of the I of which no 
one had ever heard in the Foulah country. ‘Vhe king of Lahy of- 
fered to fend a fon to Engkand for education, and a principal 
prieft expreffed fome willingnefs to do the fame. Diligent inquiry 
was made, both at Laby and Teembo, concerning the route to 
‘Tombuctoo, a town in the heart of Africa, fuppofed to be of the 
firft magnitude, to which fome adventurers from. the affociation, 
inftituted for promoting difcoveries in the inter yor of Africa, have 
mpted to penetrate. It was faid at Laby, that a free com: 
munication fubfifted with ‘Tombuctoo, of which the diftance; 
however, was defcribed to be no lefs than a four months journey ; 
{ix kingd yms intervening between the country of the Foulah and 
that of ‘the king of Tombu@oo. + The king dom vot Genah, thé 
neareft of the fix to Tombuctoo, and that of Tombuctoo itfelf, 
were {poken of as richer than any of the others that were named. 
The city of Cathna feems alfo to have been known at Laby, but 
the. route thither was defcribed as haza rdous. 

On icaving Teembo, the Company’s fervants thought proper 
to return by a different, and rather more dangerous path; they 
were efcoried, however, by a large body of Foulahs, fent at the 
command of the king; the number of thefe Ne during 
part of the journey, to no lefs than five or fix hundyed. When 
this hody of people arrived on the borders of the Sufee country, 
: which 


* Mr. W 
The nearef to the Fou! ah kingdom, is Belia; the fecond, Bou- 
ria; the third, May 33 fourth, Segoo; the fifth, Seofundao; 


the fiath, Genah. 
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which it was neceffary for the travellérs to crofs, in order to reach 
the fea by this path, a fufpicion atofe on the part of the Sufees, 
that the Foulahs were come to make war againft them, on the 
pretext of conducting white meh to the coaft; on which occa- 
fion, the Foulahs schibiied to the Sufées, fore goods and flaves, 
which they lad with them, as a proof tharthey tould have no.de- 
fig of inaking war, aiid fathead in rémmovitig the fufpicion; in 
fo much, that it was determined, ata meeting of the Sufée chiefs, 
held in a neighbouring town of the Sufees, not only that the tra- 
vellers, and the party with them, who withed to proceed to Sierra 
Leone, fhould be permitted to pafs, but alfo, that the path through 
the Sufee éountry, which fotmer wars had thut, flrould becéme 
pérmanéntly opéh. iy ES 

Four or fite confidetable perfons ftom the Foulali King, ‘and 
fromother kings aid Chie} together with theit fifite, came down 
to Freetown, with the white travellers, atid paffed a few days theré; 
arranged fome plans, witha viéw toa commercial intercourfe, 
and returned full of admiration of what they had feen, and-gdnti: 
ed in thé highclt degret, by their vifit... It has fince been learner; 
that the Potilatis, Who came on this embally, have got back to the. 
borders of the Fodlalt kmgdom, wheére their country nen, who 
came to mieét theiti,: wéfe fo much: intetefted at the firft recital of 
what had been heard, and feen, at Sierra Leone, that the piity 
were kept together ist converiation till day-break. * 


EXPLANATORY NOTES: | 
Ait attempt to explain, ¢ Cov. 25, 26,.27. 0 « 
SHIS paffage. is commonly coiifide ed as an affertion, 
that but 4 {mall B patitn oP the wife, and of the 
great’ men of the world, are ever the fubjects of faving and 
cohiverting grate. ‘The apoftle’s words are, ** Becaufe the 
foblithnek of God is wifer than men,;, and the weaknefs 
of God'is ftronger than men, For, ye fee your. calling, 
brethren, how that not many wife men after the fleth, not 
many mighty, not fany noble, are called. . But God Hath 
chofen the foolifh things of the world, to confound the 
wie; and God hath chofen the weak things of the world, 
to confound the things which are mighty.” 

It is to be obferved that the; words, are called, atthe 
end of the 26th verfe, are not found in the original; bat 
aré an addition of the tréaflators. . The paflage therefore 
fhould Be réad this, not many wife men after the flefb,. not 
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many mighty, not many noble.. But Gad bath chofen the 
foslifh things of the world, to confound the wife, &c. 

We are to obferve that the propofitions to be illuftrated, 
are, that the foolifhne/s of God is wifer than men, and, the 
weakne/s of God ftronger than men. The foolifbne/s of God, 
evidently means the gofpel, or the doétrines of. the crofs. 
Thefe were confidered as. foolifhnefs py thofe who were wife: 
after the flefh. It would be natural, therefore, to’ fup- 


pofe, that by the weakne/s of God is to be underftood the » 


inftruments by whom this gofpel, which is: thought. to be 
foolifhnefs, is propagated, and made to triumph over the 
wifdom and power of the world. Thefe inftruments.were 
the apoftles, who were chiefly illiterate, and-of the lower’ 
fort of men. -Accordingly Paul fays, “* we are fools for' 
Chrift’s fake :--we are weak.” 1 Cor. iv..16, That thefe 
weak and defpifed' men, fhould triumph over all the wif- 
dorm and power of the world, with no other weapon than 
that of a gofpe!, which was confidered as:foolifhnefs, clearly’ 
and abundantly fhows the weakuefs of Gad»to be. ftronger 
than men. | , 

As an evidence of the wifdom, and of the mighty power of 
God, we can hardly fuppofe,-that the apoftle would appeal 
to the converfion of the «weak and fooli(b\of the world—ac- 
knowledgiiig, at the fametime, that this wifdom and power 


had made but little impreflion on the wife and the great. 


among mén. | Such’!an’ appeal and. acknowledgment in 
fuch ‘a connection, would tend rather to weaken than ‘to 


give ftrength to the ‘argument. © Bat,..to fuppofe that she. 


foolife, and the weak things of the world, mean the inftru-. 
ments by whom’ God’ caufed the gofpel to triumph, and fo 
wonderfully extended its conquefts, will make the apoftle’s 
obfervation pertinent to his general defign, and clearly tend 
to’ fhow that the weakse/s of God is fronger than men. 


That the wife men after the fleth, and the great and dig- 


nified among men, are lefs frequently the fabjeéts of faving 
orace, we have but too much reafon to conclude from 
various confiderations. "That which the fcriptures {peak 
uf as flefhly wifdom, has ever oppoled jtfelf to the wifdom 
of God. And we'are often cautioned, in the word 9 
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God, againft the enfnaring influence, and the danger of 
the riches and honours of the world. But this does not 
appear to be the fubject upon which the apoftle is treat- 
ing in the paflage under confideration. Such an applica- 
tion, therefore, of his argument, does not appear to be 
pertinent to his obvious defign; which was, to fhow that 
the foolt/hne/s of God is wifer than men, and the weaknefs of 
God, ftronger than men. 











HORNE’s LETTERS ON MISSIONS. 
Extradts from Letters to the Editor. 


Gofien, (ConneGicut,) Fuly 26, 1797. 
Dear Sir, ' 


GREEABLY to your requeft, I have read Horne’s 
Letters on Miffions, and now give you my opi- 
nion refpecting them. The letters are very peculiarly, 
and, I think, exceedingly qwell written, both as to mat- 
ter and manner. The author fays /ome things which 
render his fentiments doubtful, refpecting the diftinguifh- 
ing doctrines of Chriftianity; but, in other things, he 
Speaks like a friend of truth. He has written with a zeal 
worthy of fo noble acaufe. The peculiar boldnefs, pun- 
gency, and ferioufnefs with which he has addreffed the 
beart and confcience, are fingularly adapted to make men 
feel, ona fubjeét, which has, doubtiefs, ‘been fhamefully 
neglected. While reading, my heart fometimes ached, and 
fometimes durnt. within me. To tell you the truth, I was 
fometimes ready to with myfelf free from all incumbrances, 
that I might go and feek an opportunity to {pend and be 
{pent, in attempting to aid the triumphs of the Redeemer, 
in the building up of his kingdom: among the poor benight- 
ed beathen. Judging from the manner in which I found 
miyfelf affected by thefe letters, I have, no doubt, but 
fooner or later they will have great effect towards calling 
forth the requifite exertions, for {preading the light of di-. 
vine truth to the ends of the earth, | 


Berkpoire, 



















Horue’s Letters an Miffions. 


Berkfbire, Fuly 20, 1794. 


Dear Sir, 


on Miffions. His manner of writing, and many of his 
fervations are both novel and ftriking. He often made 
me blufh and feel afhamed. I cannot but think he dif- 
covers a heart warm with love to Chrift, and to the 
fouls of men. Surely we have all been wickedly negligent 
in endeavours to fpread the knowledge of the glorious gof- 
pel among the dark and benighted nations, who are perifh- 
ing for lack of vifion! God grant that this little book 
may be a ftimulus to all the fiends of Chrift, to exert 
themfelves more vigoroufly in, his caufe and fervice. 

The ftate of Britain is fuch, that I tremble for the good 
people there, and for the focieties which have fo gene- 
roufly exerted themfelves to diffufe the knowledge of di- 
vine truth among the dark and diftant nations. But fo 
long as Chrift holds the balance, his church will certainly 
be fecure, amidft the contentions of the nations. Happy 
is the man who trufteth in the Lord! 


I HAVE had much pleafure in perufing Horne’s Letters 
o 





Connecticut, Fune 25, 1797 
Dear Sik, 
Y opinion of Horne’s Letters on Miffions is, they 
( ought to be fent every where. This generation 
is to contribute to the glorious. day, as king David did to 
the building of the temple.—My. vote is, fend them every 
where. : 


a «& 








For.the TurorocicaL Macazine. 
Mr. Eprror, 


Nyour Theological Magazine, page 55, vol. ii. I_ find 
"a piece, entitled, “ The Light of Nature.” Much 
18 {aid of it, much is fuppofed to. be contained in it, yet no 
definition is given of it. Perhaps there is no fuch. thing 
as the Light of: Nature refpecting moral febjects afide 
from revelation, or the word of God: If there is, I 


fhould 








ee ee ie a am odie be: Oo Ghee. 614 Oe Oe > sf 















OLfervations on Seneca’s Morals 389 


fhould be much gbliged to thofe writers 1 the Maga- 
zine, that fo often fpeak and write of it, (or any other) if 
they would favour the world with a clear definition of it. 
The Deifts, after they have been educated under the light 
of revelation, and have obtained fuch ideas from it, as 
enable them to form their fyftcm of morality, boaft.much 
of the light of nature. I have hitherto fat much by the 
light of revelation, and obtained all the knowledge | have 
of the Creator of the world, and the end he had in crea- 
tion, of angels and men, fin and holinefs, heaven and hell, 
from that fource. 

The Queftion is then, What is the Light of Nature 
without any inftrudction from God’s word ? 


OBSERVATIONS ON SENECA’s MORALS. 


T is ufeful, as well as curious, in reading the ancient philofo- 
phers, to oblerve, not merely the precepts which they deliver, 
but the grounds and reafons on which they deliver them. Thefe 
fhow the natvre of their morality and religion, and the degree 
to which they built their fyftems on a regard to God and the gene- 
ral good, and therefore the degree to which they coincide with 
the principles of Chriftianity. On the perufal of Seneca’s Mo- 
rals I obierve, that he recommends beneficence, juflice, temper- 











ance, the fubduing of the appetites, patience, contempt of evil,, 


ain, poverty, &c. but fays nothing of humility, repentance, &&c. 

le recommends gratitude to God, but fays nothing of a fenfe of 
fin, need of divine forgivenefs, or of the divine influence to infufe. 
and ftrengthen virtue; and litde or nothing of a future ftate. It 
does not appear that he believed it; he teaches contentment, con- 
demus avarice, and recommends relative duties.. He fays, mif- 
fortunes may be fweetened, but does not tell by what means ; 
fays a good man is happy in himfelf; but how, in what views, 
on what accounts or grounds? He requires, that we keep a 
good confcience, but dees nor tell the foundation. for it, He re- 


commends induftry, benevolence and public {pirit extending to all, 


mankind. We muft fubmit and endure, becaufe we cannot 
avoid calamities, The virtue recommended, by Seneca, is a-con- 
ftancy in doing right; but what right is, he Tow not infor us. 
a + 2 > ° > . 
Phe reward of virtue, according to himn,, is the, conicioutnes, of 
liaving done right. He fays nothing of offence given.to.the, Deny: 
by fin or vice. “Fhe, virtue which he recommends is no. more than 
the Rardy contempt. of pain, and death thewn, by the Indians in 
their 
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their bravely {Tering the tortures of their enemies, and defying 
their.cruelty. ‘The pride and fenfe of honour which - influence 
the Indians to fight bravely, influence them to fuffer bravely ; and 
Seneca’s virtue arifes from the fame motive. . It does not appear, 
that he believed that God concerned himfelf with the virtues and 
vices of men, fo as at all to call them to an account. His mo- 
tives to virtue are, that it {2ows greatnefs of mind ; that it fe- 
cures glory; that it is beneficial to ourfelves; that it implies a 
beauty of mind; that it is amiable and admirable to others, to 
jiruggle with misfortunes, and appear fuperior:to them; that vir- 
tue is conducive to our health and happinefs, but vice deftroys 
horh, at the fame time he teaches that virtue fhould not be mer- 
cenary. ; QO. 


Te EI rn me — 


From the EninBURGH Misstonary MAGAZINE. 


Vxtradl of a Letter from the Rev. JouN CLARK, Chaplain at 
Sierra Leone, dated 281h September, 1796. 


PRNUE chief inducements, in my Humble opinion, that ought to 
be held out to Miffionaries, are fuch as the following :— 
« ‘That in Africa there are many mi//ions of inhabitants, ever 
ene of whom has a precious, an immortal! foul, which mutt either 
be eternally happy or miferable; that moft of all thefe are perith- 
rng for lack of the knowledge of him whom God fent into the 
world, to deliver, not only the European, but even the Ethiopean, 
Pialm Ixxxvii. from eternal mifery, and put him in poffeffion of 
everlafting happinefs ; that God requires of Britons to evidence 
their love to him, by loving their brethren as themielves; that Af- 
ricans ftand in this relation to hem, Aéts xvii. 26. that he hath 
put itin their power to afford rehef, and if they do not, but fhut 
up their bowels of compaffion, and allow them to remain in ig- 
norance, is it poffible the love of God can dwell in them? Many, 
i know, with you will fay, “ Various attempts have already been 
made to convert the Heathen, and the fietle fuccefs, the many dif- 
hculties, and dangers, experienced by thofe who engaged in thefe 
attempts, have deterred others.” Hence moft people account it 
x matter of prudence, to defer, at leaft, for fome ume ; or, if it 
ihould be deemed proper that fome fhould immediately go, and 
iry if any thing can be done, every one almoft is ready to reply, 
-*'T pray thee have me excufed.” That this is faé?, and not /up- 
poftion, can prove. When application was made to me to ac- 
cept of the ftation [ now fill, 1 applied toa number of iny fellow 
ftudents far better qualified, and who were not engaged at home fo 
such as | was. To aman they refufed. J then offered to divide 


my falary with one of them, if he would go with me, but he would 
not. 
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not. After all, humanly fpeaking, the litle fuccefs of Miffion! 
aries, and the dangers.ta which they have been expofed, may be 
eafily accounted for, Tufte :d of being deterred by theiey: (were 
the children of light as wife in their generationias the men of this 
world) they would ufe all means in their power to provide againtt 
them. For example, that a few of thofe captains engaged in the 
flave-trade haye made fortunes all will.allow.; sbut that not one 
out of twelve of .them has done fo, 1 am perfuaded will be found 
a truth ; thatitisa dad, .an énigustous trade, they thenelves-grant 
to a.man, and there is not one; either flave-captains, or flave-fae> 
tors, with whom, Lhave converfed upon the, fubject, . who has. nor 
declared that he would willingly give it dp, ¢ould he fil arly other 
way of living equally advantageous. . Nay ‘dome of them have’ 
told me, that for.any fituationin which they could make the one 
half, they would relinquith it. \ That itis noteonly a /nfiud; bur 
hikéwife a dangerous trade, is beyond difpute,. Within thefe few 
months, a few miles from this, a fhip-was eut off by thenatives;and 
the Captain, with every foul on board, put todeath. “Ehe hkehap> 
pened a few weeks agg, a fewdeagues\lownthe coats: The whole 
were deftroyed. Upwards of an hundred: flaves' that were inthe 
hold of the thip got off; andithis weék, |,.am informed, thar the’ 
veffel is lying on the beach complejely wrecked. That flave-facory 
meet at times, with the, fame; treatment,.and. are ditendeverely' 
beat by the natives, I could giveimany,recent proofs.) Would hot 
any one imagine, that thefe things would | operate fo powertully’ 
with that clafs of men, (when you confider alfothe great number! 
of them which have been, lately, taken. by; the: French; pas to catfe 
them all to. give it up, and prevent any froin ‘engaging init?) Thar 
this is the cafe, would.to God [-conld fay |)». Amuatject they have’ 
in view, and of it they never lefe tight.;.. With them,: the hope, 
though very uncertain, of attaining this, proves fufficientte move 
them to action, in Oppofition to the /aws-of Heaven, the remon= 
frances of their owm confciences, and the ingumerable dangers 
to which they are continually expofed, laying an awtul eternit 
out of the queftion. God hath declared, that the gofpel thall be 
preached unto ail nations, Mart. xxiv. 14. and that the earth halt 
be filled with his knowledge. If. xi. 9... Thongh he flands:in go 
need, yet, for the moft part, he makes tfe"ot inftruments.in @ecom - 
plithing his promifes. . The infiruments be makésufe of in fpread- 
ing the gofpel are men, particularly minifterss he has given diem 
a command, which, if defirous of being faithful fervants,they will, 
at leaft, endeavour to obey. “ Go yerinto all the word, (Africa 
is a part of it) and preach the gofpel to every creature.” He hath 
made a promife, “ Lo! Tam with youalway, even unto the ead 
of the world.” And God is not man, that he, fhould lie, neitper 
the fon of man, that he fhould repent. Let me afk the iludents sf 
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the Divinity-hall im’ Edinburgh, if his Majefty wete tofend down a 
leer, and co caufe their worthy profeffor to read it to them, con- 
ceived in fuch terms as thefe: * I king George, &c. having taken 
into my moft ferious confideration, thé deplorable and wretched 
itate to which the poor natives of Africa have been reduced; the 
grols ignorance with whieh they are overwhelméd, and the horrid 
miteries which for thoufands of years paft they have beet labour- 
ing under; | haveépurchafed their freedom ; P have provided méatis 
of rendering them happy ; and f apply to you, yé loyal and obédi- 
ent fubje&s, who amongtt you will go and proclaitn the gofpel ?” 
if fuch.a letter wete read; would not many ftatt up at once, and 
ery, “Here are we; fond us?” The applieation is eafy; and 
the gentlemen [| allude to are well fitted to make it. 

I am fully convinced, that the dangers which 2 flave-tradeft is 
expofed to in Africa, are double of thofe to which a Miffiortary 
ever will. How thet cuimés it to pafs, that'after fo miatty lofé 
property, are beaten, die fromthe elimaté, or are murdered, any 
engage in the flave-trade.. One of three reafoiis muft be given : 
Either they are more’brave, ferve @ better mifter, or have’a nobler 
obje& in view. The’ firtt lam unwilling to‘believe. The fecond, 
it were blafphemy to fuppofé. * Aid’ what is the third, but a little 
wealth, feldom attained, and only at the’ deareft rate? Very dif- 
fetent, indeed, is the objeGtof the Miffionary. “Hé lias for his ob- 
jet the glory of Gody the interetts of the Redeemer; the good of 
precious and immortal fouls; and the récompence of reward inf 
the world to come. : | ; 

Allow me to mention the manne? ity which flave-tradérs have 
acted this feafon._Inflead of being difheartenéby former miisfor- 
tunes, more of thempare come out ‘than ever Wis kriown before, 
There are no tefs, fam credibly informed, than 150 Jlave’ flips 
now upon the coaft. 


Steere rae — a BSF OS 
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Hiluftvations of prophecy; inthe courfe of which are elucidated 
many prédsctions which occur in Ufaiah or Danie!; inthe. 
writings of the Bvdngelifis, of the book of Revelation, and 
whith aré thourhe to foretell, among other great events; 4 
revolution in France, Javourdble to the interefis of mankind, 
the overthrow of the papal power, and of ecclefaftical t- 
ranny ; thé downfall of civil ashes and Ha iid me- 
lioration of the flare of the world. In two vols. 8v0.— Pf eph 
Lomas Towers, 6f ‘London, is fuppofed to, be the Author. | 

LTHOUGH the teddét may not agree with the author of this 

L work, with refpt{t 16 fome molt important doétrines, of 
Chiriftianity, mor in fome of his comments on the prophecies, par- 
: ticularly 
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ticularly in his idea of the two witneffes; yet as he will find many 
important extraéts from the commentators on the prophecies, and 
many ingenious obfervations not before publithed, he may derive - 
real improvement from the perufal. Ani thofe, who with the late 
Doétor Price of England, can fay upor the French revolution, 
« Now letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace; for mine eyes 
Have feen thy falvation,” will derive great pleafure and edification 
fromm our author’s political fyftem. 


ft Brief Effay towards an Hiftory of the Baptif? Academy, at 
B “fol, 7 England) read pf the Brifiol Education 
Sccicty, at their Annual Meeting, in Broadmedd, Auguft 26, 
1795. By Joun Rippon, D. D. ' 
THIS isan animated and interefting account of the rife, progrefs, 
and prefent ftate of the Academy ; of the great pains taken to efta- 
blith it; of the difficulties to be encountered ; of the gradual fuccefs 
of the patrons of the Academy, and of the confequent increafe of 
a particularly in Theology, among the Baptifts in Eng- 
land. 
#** To be fold by all thofe who fell the the Baptift Annual 
Regifter, publifhed by the-fame author. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
—— 
From the Epinpvurcu MissionAky MAGAZINE. 


Edinburgh, Feb. 20, 1797. 


{TH mtch pleafure we inform our teaders, that an itine- 
rancy 1s propofed to be eftablithed immediately in this coun 
try, for a trial of one year at leaft. Any two preachers of the 
gofpel, of approved chata@ter, for piety, Zeal, and abilities, who 
will undertake to travel through Scotland, according to a. faut to 
be given them ; who will preach as often as they can get opportu- 
nity, either within or out of doors; who will make at their fludy 
to converfe with the people on religious fubjeéts, and to difttibute 
among them feligious books and pamphlets ; and who will take 
down in writing, as they go along, their remarks on the ftate of 
teligion in the ESerene places where they fhall refide, for the in- 
fpection of their ¢onftituents, and perhaps of the public ; wall re- 
ceive every neceffary affiftance and encouragement. Inquiry may 
be made 1efpeéting this icheme, by thofe who ma) with toen 
in the execution of it; at the Publtthets of the Mifionary - 
zine. 
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On Thurfday the fecond of February, 1797; the fourth quar~ 
terly fermon, for the Edinburgh Miffionary Society, was preach- 
ed in Lady Glenorchy’s Chapel, by Greville Ewing, one of the 
minifters of that Chapel. The fubject was, Rom. x. 11. to the 
ent of the chapter.—The difcourfe is to be printed.—The collec- 
tion amounted to about 781. fterling. 

The London Mifftonary Society = coidially accepted the offer 
of the Edinburgh Society, to co-operate with them in the intended 
miffion to the Foulah country. It is thought that fix perfons will 
be fufficient for beginning this miffion : ye. if a part, or the whole 
of this number, can be fent from Scotland, the London Society 
declare they will be glad to do every thing to facilitate their con- 
veyanee and fettlement, and to join with them, if neceffary, fuch 
Miffionaries as may be found in England. | It feems of effential 


importance, that one or two perfons of education and ability, as 


well as of known piety, and integrity, be providedas leaders in the 
miffion, who may be fit to cope with the Mahometan priefts. "If 
one or both of thefe heads of the mifhion fhall have a competent 
fhare of medical knowledge, it will be a very favourable circum- 
ftance. What an encouragement would it be to the undertaking, 
and to other perfons who might be ufefel as affociates in it, if an 
able minifter or preacher, and a ferious fkilful phyfician or fur- 
geon, in this country, would come forward, and offer their fer- 
vices to Jefus or this oecafion. 

The third number of periodical accounts, relative to the Bxptift 
Society for propagating the gofpel among the Heathen, is now 
publithed. It contains fome extracts from Mr. Carey’s journal, 
and from letters written by their Miffionaries in India, which are 
extremely interefting. Thefe extracts furnifh an excellent illuf- 
tration of af Effay,* which appeared in our Magazine for Janu- 
ary, upon the advantages of Bengal, as a field for miffions from 
Great-Britain. : 

In-a future number we fhall perhaps make fome quotations from 
this Journal and Letters, from the Baptift Miffionaries in India. 
The remainder of the pamphlet contains fome accounts re{pecting 
their African mifhion, which, for the prefent, feems to be neceffarily 
fufpended ; amd refpeéting fome efforts of the Society for the pro- 
pagation of the gofpel at home. The principal of thefe is a ten 
weeks tour through the county of Cornwall, by two of their mi- 
nifters, who appear to have preached once or twice every day, to 
pretty large and attentive congregations. “Fhe whole pamphlet will 
be interefting to our readers. 


SINCE our lat publication, letters have been received from Si- 
erra 


* This Efiy will be publiflted in the next Number of the Theo- 
logical Magazine. , 
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tra Léone, of the date of the end of November and inning of 
December, 1796, by which it appears, Mr. Clark, and the fchool- 
mafters who went with him are doing well, walking as children 
of light, in the midft of an adulterous and perverfe generation. 

The adults in Sierra Leone are chiefly thofe who broke the 
chains of flavery, by the incidents of war in America, and who, 
at the peace made with Britain, firft took refuge from the refent- 
mentof their former mafters in Nova-Scotia, and thence were re- 
moved to Sierra Leone. In America, they had feen the ecclefi- 
aftical irregularities of affuming and felf-authorifed teachers of re- 
ligion, and they carried them to the African fhore. Hence, theugh 
the whole fettlement, men and women, do not amount to more 
than a thoufand fouls, they have no lefs than eleven meetings, be- 
fides Mr. Clark’s church, and two and twenty preachers, fome of 
them fo grofsly ignorant as not to be able to read; and fome fo 
grofsly immoral, as to be the exact tranfcript of the characters 
given by Jude. ‘They deny the fcriptures to be a rule of life to 
them, and fay the.fpirit within them is their rule. 

From fuch, then, it is no wonder that Mr. Clark fhould meet 
avith much vexation and oppofition; -however, he meets it with 
dironefs, bears it with Chriftian meeknefs and patience, and wifely 
improves it for they own conviction and humiiation. 

He has formed a church, and adminiftered the Lord’s fupper: 
no one was admitted to the table who did not give ree, evi- 
dence of the-knowledge of the truth of the gofpel, and of the hav- 
ing experienced its regenerating and fapétfying power. All the 
preachers refufed to {ubmit to examinatian, and, by their direc- 
tion, their adherents, who, together with two thirds of thofe who 
were examined, were excluded. ‘The prefence.of God, on this 
occafion, appears to have been very remarkable. Some of the 
preachers, the moft violent in their oppofition to Mr. Clark, at- 
tended as fpe€tators, and confeffed, with others, that they never 
-witneffed fo folemn an affembly before. 

Mr. Clark’s elders are fpiritual men, and very diligent in their 
duty, and his own people walk in love and purity, and the Lord 
adds to them daily. His perfonal exertions ate amazing: he holds 
three meetings on the Lord’s day ; gives five fermons in his owp 
church on the week days, betides attending private meegngs, vi- 
fiting and exhorting from houfe to houfe, and fuperintending the 
fehools. His labours and his fidelity, we are happy to add, have 
not been in vain. | 

The only European who ranks as a lady at Sierra Leone, ap- 
plied the Friday before the celebration of the Lord’s fupper for 
admiffion ; but Mr. Clark told her, fhe had not fubmitted herfelt 
for examination, and till he was fatisfied of her knowledge and 


daith, he could not admit her. She replied, “ Sir, you oe 
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take pains with the ignorant Africans, but not with me#1 know 
J am fit, there is not a woman in the colony fo fit as I am,’ Mr. 
Clark told her, he thould be happy, on examination, to find that 
this was the cafe; but as fhe had not given him an opportunity to 
judge on this point, and as fhe habitually neglected the houfe of 
God, &c. &c. he could not in confcience admit her. On this the 
went away much enraget, and faid, * She liked none of Mr. 
Clark’s fathions, they might do well enough for Scotland, but 
they would not do for her: he might be fincere in his way, bet 
fhe was never brought up with fuch things.”’ All this was faid, 
coram ecclefea, at the church door. She added, the never would 
iu her life enter that door again. She did not attend the next Lord’s 
day, but the following one fhe did, and on the Weduefday after- 
wards, called on Mr. Clark, drowned in tears. Her language to 
Mr. Clark prior to this was, fhe had a good heart, and thanked 
God the had been good all her days. She now confeffed the faw 
and felt fhe had a proud obftinate heart, and, without Chrift, was 
aloft finner. When Mr. Ciark next faw her, the faid all her 
defire was to ferve God, and to train her children to fear him. She 
met with confiderable oppoftion; but fhe firmly declared, others 
might do as they pleafed, but ihe was determined to feek the falva- 
tion of her foul; and accordingly, has ever fince been diligent in 
the ufe of every appointed means, Some weeks afterwards, Mr. 
Clark preaching from 2 Cor, v. 10. her hufband was alfo 
deeply affe&ted by the word, and immediately went to Mr. Clark ; 
and not meeting with him, faid to the Governor, I fee I have been 
ia the wrong all my days. I mutt now look after the falvation of 
my fon], or I thall be miferable for ever. Mr. Clark has fince 
had very fatisfaGtory converfation, both with the hufband and 
wife, and they feem to promife to be of thofe who walk in all the 

commandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs. 
A black married woman, of abandoned charaGter, had been ob- 
ferved to attend the church, and hear with great ferioufnefs and 
emotion. One of Mr. Clark’s church-members feeing her one 
day under deep concern, afked her how the was, With many 
tears the told her, “ that the faw herfelf undone.” The woman 
afked her, if fhe had convesfed with Mr. Clark: the faid no; and 
begged to know if fhe thought he would {peak to her: fhe was 
aflured he would; fhe replied, I will then go tohim, Mr. Clark 
ays, the came: “ and if I can form any idea of Mary Magda- 
lene’s appearance, when her Lord faid, ‘ ‘Thy Gns are forgiven 
thee,’ it was that of this pocr woman.” © The views fhe had of 
the evil of her former ways, of the Lord’s fparing goodnefs, of 
the dyimg love ot fefus, and his ability to fave che chiet of finners, 
fhe faid, overwhelmed her. Her humility and diffidence 1m her- 
yeli are very great; thediligently improves the means ef graces 

ar 








—~—~—~ om 2 


aks a0|OCUe (, 











Religious Intelligence. | 397 


andher hufband acknowledges, that her conduct is now blame- 
jefs; though he himfelt appears to be a brutith man. 

Mr. Clark farther fays, “* matters on the whole are much more 
promiting now than they were fome mouths ago. Our numbers 
are mereafing, fo that, notwithitanding the oppofition of the 
preachers, they are double what they were. Several of the moft 
proud and carelels have been brought under tpiritual.concem ; 
and even abandoned women ‘attend the church regularly, not only 
on the Lord’s day, but on other occafions; and many times date- 
jy, you would have {carce feen a dry eye among the people.” 

This is truly good news from afar country ; may the defert of 
Africa fpeedily b:offom as the rofe, and inftead of the thorny may 
there come up the myrtle, and inftead of the briar the fir-tree; 
and may it be to the Lord for a mame, and a fign which fhall nor 
be cat off. 


Edinburgh, Marck 20, 1797. 


IN our laft, we faid, that Mr. Carey’s. Journal and Letters 
from India, furnifhed an excellent illuftration of an Effay. which 
appeared in our Magazine for January, upon the advantages of 
Bengal, asa field for mifions from Great-Britain. Asa proof of 
our affertion we fubjoin the following extracts :— 

‘* The immenfe population of the country is well known. On 
one of ‘ne Bengal holidays, Mr. Carey fays, ‘¢ 1 fuppofe not lefs 
than 10,000 people met at the temple of Kreethno.” As to their 
itate of civilization, knowledge, and the principles which they be- 
lieve in common with us, thefe are manifeft from the general re- 
ception which the Miffionaries meet with, and from their conver- 
fations with the natives, many of whom appear to be inteiligent 
and well-informed. ‘The decreafe of their attachment to old fyf- 
tems feems equally apparent in the readinefs with which they liften 
vo objections againft every part of their idolatry. ** As tothe com- 
mon people,” fays Mr. thas ‘they care juft as muft for their 
idol, as carnal men do for Chrift at Chriftmas: a good teaft anda 
holiday is all in all with them both.” The importance of tranf- 
lating and publithing the Bible in the Bengailge, is alfo mentioned 
by Mr. Carey, while, at the fame pray 
both affiftants and funds to carry on the work. “J think wath 
you,” {ays he, in one of his letters te Mr. H——, at Olney, * that 
the number of Miffionaries is too few, and that a more general 
attack upon the Heathen world fhould be made, and tie Mahome- 
tan world too. But we muft be obliged to labour under fomo 
difcouragements at prefent, tilithe Lord of the harvett thall thruft 
forth labourers into his harveft.”’ 

‘The people among whom | labour, are, in fome refpects, 
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different from many other Heathens, in this, that they havea writ- 
ten language; and can we but obtain the neceflary affiftance from 
England, it will be a great object to print the Bible, and difperfe 
at gratis among them. We thought of doing -it at our own ex- 
pence, if only a chapter at a time, and have-not given up the idea 
of devoting every cowry*® that God gives us to this important work; 
vet, as fouls are every day perifhing for lack of knowledge, it is 
a very important matter to expedite its publication as muel as pof- 
fible. “here are types, prefles, and printers in this country. The 
tranflation is getting forward, and every thing muft give way to 
that, and preaching the word. Aoney to publi it is the only 
thine wanted.’ 
What follows itronaly fhews the propricty of attempting ano- 
ther miffion in Bengal ‘upon a larger feale. : 
* T with I could fay the fuccefs was fuch as to kindle a flame 
in the hearts of all who hear of it. Yet our fuccefs is fuch as 
ought to encourage more vigorous attempts: For, not to mention 
thofe of whom good hope was entertained previous to my coming 
to India, Ihave great encouragement refpe€ting another Bramin, 
who has for feveral months appeared under genuine concern of 
foul ; and who publicly, and with great boldnefs, attacks the fu- 
perfticions of his countrymen, and is a great help in explaining 
what I fay in preaching to the capacities of thofe who with dif- 
ficulty underftand me. It is alfo pleafing to me to obferve, that the 
poor people, who fcarce ever thought of any thing but what they 
vhould eat, drink, and wear, and how they thould cheat their ze- 
mindars, (landholders ;) now, to the amount of fome hundreds, 
underftand more or lefs of the gofpel-fcheme ; and this new doc- 
trine is become the matter of their converfation with one another. 
They alfo treat their idols with words of ‘bolder contempt than 
heretofore. Some gofpel-hymns are alfo now very frequently fung 
among them; and, except their carnal hearts, which continue as 
they were, I feel a growing pleafure in obferving thefe notices of 
the approach of the gofpel to the ftrong hold of Satan in this 
country.” 
Refpecting Bengal as a centre whence other miffions might be 
fent to furrounding countries, Mr. Carey, in one of his letters fays, 
‘« Think of Thibet, Pegu, and the aftonifhing large part of Hin- 


doftan, to the weft and north. Thibet is near us ; we could cor- 


refpond with auniffion at Pegu, or any part of the Rohillas coun- 
try, Oude, Cafameer, Kabul,” &c. 

Several perfons in Londen have offered forthe African miffion ; 
forme have been already examined, and two accepted by the Di- 
seStors ; others have their papers before the Committee, and their 
£xaininations are proceeding as the folemnity, caution, and dili- 

gent 


* A {mall fea-fhell, whjch is current in India as money. 





— 


~~ ee OO eee OP et tee 


= 
— of 


~~ > ae )26=6O6MO 














Religious Inielligence. 3909 


nt inquiries made concerning the candidates wil! admit. We 
oe all the friends of the Society in the country are zealous in 
feeking proper perfons for the miflion. | 
‘The efforts to penetrate into Africa will not be intermitted, and 
the prefent ftate of the Cape of Good Hope affords a very promif- 
ing profpect, if God, in his providence, at a peace, is pleated. to’ 
preferve the country under the Britif dominion. | 
The attempt to awaken the Jews to acoufideration of their 
own fcriptures, continues at Bury-ftreet, every Sunday evening ; 
addreies to them have been publifhed in order to gain their atten- 
tion. The congregation has been well attended, and fome of the 
children of Abraham, though in no great number, have heard thie 
word of truth. ‘The gentlemen who manage the leture have 
wihed to affift the fick and afflicted of Irael; a little has been done 
in this way, though fecretly, it having been threatened, thar if any 
made application to them, they fhould be for ever excluded from 
help from the fynagogue. Some little oppofition has been thewn 
to the diftribution of the notices circulated of the defign; but we 
hope the candour of thofe who carry it on,. the purity of their 
motives, and the importance of the fubje<t itfelf, wi engage a re- 
newed and ferious examination of the prophecies and their fuifil- 
ment, and whether Jefus of Nazareth be the true Adeffiah, and, 


m the emphatical fenle, the Son of God. 


Middletown, (ConneGicut) May 27, 1797. 


“ |] LEFT the Chenango the beginning of this month, and ex- 
pect to retura there towards the cote of the next. The revival of 
religion, of which I gave you fome account laft November, con- 
tinue! to wear a pleafing appearance when I leit Chenango. We 
had an agreeable winter. We witneffed repeated inftances of 
hopeful converfion.. “The work has really had the appearance of 
a genuine work of the fpirit of Gop. I have no doube but that 
fore will eternally point back to this as the feafon of their new 
birth. We hope to fee ftill greater things in that remote corner 
of the earth.” 


Norwich, (Conneficat) Fune 26, 1797. 

“ Our general Affociation have begun to be awakened on the 
fubjeSt of miffions—and laft week appointed a committee to pub- 
lith a pamphlet, containing extracts from sit publications, 
and an addrefs to the people on the fubje@. The object is, to 
prepare the utinds of the people, for raifing a fue. for the propa- 
gation of the gofpel among the natives and back fetdlements of our 
country.” 


‘ 


POETRY. 
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POE TR f¥. 


A Song of Praife for human Learning and divine Revelation: 

i 4 7 AKE, tuneful voices wake, begin the grateful fong 
W Let {weet hofannahs break from every heart and tongue; 

) Ye tutors fing, ye children too, 

NE Here’s work for you, to praife our king. 


ene 





Science at his command, from old European {fhores, 
| Has found our infant land, oar wildernefs explores. 
Here numerous fchools inftru& the mind, 
And youth refin’d attend to rules. J 





Where once the Indian fwains, wild and untutored trod 
Initructive learning reigns and fcatters light abroad. 
Here, heads and hearts with pens combine. 
' In one defign, to ipread the arts. y 








ans Diviner knowledge too, in this fair climate grows, 
hit And {weets ceheftial flow from Siaron’s blooming rofe. 

ha | The facred word directs ovr way, 1 
| To realms of day to praife the Lord. 





Here Mercy’s fiiver found comes foftly whifpering by ; 
Inviting all around io tafte of living g joy. 

© happy youth, why will you {tray ? 

Come icarn the way to peace and truth. 


—- ae aha o> ee © 





i Ye fprightly, young, and gay, atiend a call fof fweet, | 
HH And all your honours lay at your Redeemer’s feet. | 
ir ‘Thus angels all, in climes above, 
In pureft tove adoring fall. 


Wake, tuneful voices, wake, to clofe the grateful fong, 
Let fweer hofannalis break from every heatt and tongue. 
Ye parents fing, ye children too, 
Here’s work for you, to praife our king. 





—_— 
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. . 4n PIGRAM.—By Dr. Doddridge, on his Moito. 
DUM VIVIMUS, VIVAMUS. 


ee me a 


Serer 


y [VE while you live, the Epicure will fay, 
4 | And take the pleafure of thé prefen tt day : 
C | Live wine you live, the facred preacher cries, 
; 
} 





And give to God each moment as it flies. — 
Lord, in my view let both united be! 
t live in pleafure, when I live to Thee. 








